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VINDICATION, &c: 


HO! infinite Pains has been uſed of late in 
Pamphlets, Journals, Speeches, and even 
in P ts, to propage the invidious 
Diſt inction of Engliſomen, and Hanoveri- 

aus, for Purpoſes, if not treaſonable, which are cer- 
tainly ſeditious, I am neither aſhamed or afraid of 
owning myſelf a Friend to Hanover, and an Advo- 

cate for our Royal Family in promoting the Intereſt 
of their Fleradinry Domunons, conſiſtent with their 

Obligations to theſe Nations, I have waited impa- 

tiently to ſee an abler Pen undertake the Glorious 

Cauſe; but finding the Enemies of the Succeſſion 

grow immeaſurably inſolent and audacious from the 

Silence and Lenity of the Government and its Friends, 

I venture to enter the Lifts in behalf of my Sovereign 

and his Royal Family, becauſe I think it my Duty 

and Intereſt, tho? conſcious of my own Inability. 

It is high Time that we, the Friends of the Suc- 
celſion, ſhould unite, when the Alarm for Union a- 
mongſt its Enemies, is founded throughout the Na- 
tion. There is not a paltry hackney Writer, who 
ſubliſts in his Garret, by a weekly Stipend, which is 
increas'd in Proportion to the — Sedition he 


propagates, but preaches up this Union Oppoſition 


to the Meaſures of the moſt benevolent, gracious, 
and 


a 2 
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and intrepid Prince in the World. Let us unite in 


© it therefore, ſays a late “ Journal, againſt the next © 
© Oppoſitzon (if that ſhould ever happen) and found, 


N HANOVERIAN TROOrs! in the Ears of every 


Man who can contribute to our Relief. 


The intelligent Reader can't but obſerve, that this 
Incendiary's alarming to Union at this Juncture, in 
regard to the Troops of the Electorate in our Pay, 
is a complicated Crime. Tis manifeſtly propagating 


Diſaffection to His Majcſty, and diſreſpect to the Le- 


giſalure, eſpecially that Branch of it, which in ver- 
tue of its Power, had voted the Sum neceſſary for 


defray ing the Expence of that Corps of Troops for 


the next Year. This Vote, and the Reſolutions of 
both Houſes in Favour of this Meaſure, which were 
previous to this Scribler's Alarm- to Union againſt 


this very Meaſure, is at once the Demonſtration and 


the Reproach of that unlimited Freedom we enjoy, 
and of the Lenity and Goodneſs of that King, that 
Government, and that Legiſlature, which modern 
Writers are hired to traduce and defame, 

Beſides many occaſional Defamers of Majeſty and 
the Legiſlature, the Author of the aforeſaid Jour- 
nal, and one of his F Colleagues of the Week, out- do 
all that ever went before them in Virulence, Scandal 
and Inſolence. I ſhould fill a Volume did I at- 
tempt quoting the ſeditious Inſolent, even treaſonable 
Paragraphs ot this latter, tho? it be of ſcarce a Year's 
ſtanding. In a late Paper, he has the Arrogance to 
charge the King, in the Perſons of his Servants, with 
inſolently daring to purſue Meaſures, which this im- 
portant Author, who takes upon himſelf to anſwer 


for, and repreſent the whole Penple of this extended 


Iſland, diſhkes and diſapproves **, So bold and 
jnſolent are our Mrs become, and ſo low and 
deſpi- 


* Weſtminſitr Journal of 28 Jan. 1744. T Od England. 
* Ibid, Of 21 Jan. 1744. 


* 


G3; 

« deſpicable the People, that tho* they know we are 
'« exaſperated (in tbe plural Number forſooth) to a ve- 
© Ty. great Degree, they dare exaſperate us yet far- 
« ther, in Defiance of our Complaints, in Defiance of 
© Reſentments. Divided and weaken'd at home, 
© they have dar'd to embroil us, unally*d and unaſſiſ- 
© ted, abroad; engaged in one War of our own, they 
© have dar'd to plunge us into another, in which we 
© have not the leaſt viſible Concern: The firſt they 
© have dar*d to neglect, and the laſt they have dard 
to make the ſole Subject of their Care; and not 
only ſo, but to carry on the moſt unpopular Mea- 
« ſures, by the moſt unpopular Means, and which 
© muſt unavoidably produce the moſt fatal Conſe- 
« quences. ? | 

1 have been at the Pains of tranſcribing more of 
this flagrant Incendiary's Works than perhaps the 
diſpaſſionate Reader will thank me for, becauſe this 
ſingle Quotation includes all the Objections of our 
Malecontenis, and contains the moſt important Reaſons 
afſign'd by this doughty Scribler, * why Mailers cart 
go right, till Things are put upon a Broad Bottom; that 
1s, till this Writer and his Friends are taken into the 
Miniſtry ; and why, if His Majeſty ſhould refuſe to 
be forced by ſuch dutiful Members of this ſame 
Broad- Bottom, as this Author is, /ome Body ſhould not 
be ſent a Grazing, &c. | 
| Thoſe concern'd in this Weekly Packet of Scan- 
dal and Sedition, affect to have it thought to come 


from the Pen of one of high Rank and Conſequence, 


but I can never believe it; and, therefore, if any of 
the Authors of theſe Journals ſhou'd be offended ar 
my ſuppoſing that they are the hired Hacks either of 
greedy Tradeſmen, or diſappointed Patriots, be it my 
Excuſe, that I can't think it poſſible for any Man, 
who wou*d be deem'd a Gentleman, to ſuffer ſuch 

| _ bare-faced 
Old England, 28 Jan, 1744. a 
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bare-faced Sedition, Scandal and Inſolence to drop 
from his Pen, which he would be aſhamed to ſpeak 
before his Equals, and afraid to utter in the Pre- 
ſence of his Superiors. 

A Gentleman, or Man of Rank, having a Stake 
in the Land, and acting upon honeſt Principles, and 
with true Patriot Views, reaſons on public Meaſures 
and Occaſions with Calmneſs and Moderation; ex- 
preſſes his Fears for his Country with Decency and 
Concern, but not withour Hopes that they are ground- 


leſs; and is ready and willing to be convinced that 


his Fears are unneceſſary : But with the diſappointed 
Stateſman, the diſcontented Zealot and Incendiary, it 
is the direct contrary, The firſt Step he takes is to 
fix on ſome one Man in the Adminiſtration, whom he 
ſuppoſes to ſtand in his Way to Power; next to vow 
his particular Diſtruction, and the Fall of all ſuch as 
co-operate with him. To this End, this Sham- pa- 


triot ſhall make Uſe of any Arguments, any Reaſons, 


any Means or Artifice to execute his Scheme, Truth 
or Falſhood are to him Things purely indifferent, 
unleſs as to their Tendency to anſwer the Purpoſe of 
his Revenge and Ambition, The Welfare or De- 
ſtruction of his Country, for which he wou'd ſeem to 
bleed, bears no Proportion in his jaundiced Mind, to 


the Succeſs or Ruin of the Miniſter he would diſplace. 


He triumphs in the midſt of Clamour, Diſcontent 
and Contulion, is elated at Civil Diſcord, and he can't 
be more mortified than at the Succeſs of his Prince 
or his Country, and is capable of feeling no Pain ſo 
accute, as the being obliged to own, that the Laws 
are the Meaſure of the Conduct of both Prince and 


Miniſters ; and that through. their Care, his native 


Soil enjoys all the Bleſſings of Peace, Plenty and Li- 
berty. | | 
Tho? every Feature of this Picture reſembles a ſup- 
poſed Au!hor of one of thoſe flagacious weekly Lucu- 
brations, I don't expect he will own it to be his, and 
| therefore 


therefare I may hope not to fall ſo far under his Diſ- 
pleaſure, as to draw the Gall of his Pen upon. me. 
with which it abounds more than, any extant : But. 
that he may ſee I intend him greater Deſerence than 
to any of his hepdomidal Fellow-Labourers, I will 
do him the Honour to ſuppoſe for a Moment, that 
he means as he writes or ſpeaks, and examine the 
Weight of his Objections to the preſent Meaſures as 
he has ſtated them in thoſe Quotations I borrowed. 
from him. | Eon Ye RI 3 
The Miniſtry, ſays this Dimmock, knows we are 

< exaſperated to a very great Degree, yet they dare 
L nila us further, in Defiance of our Complaints 
and Reſentments. Would not one be apt to believe 
this Scribler had a Power of Attorney from all the 
good People of England to ſpeak for them, act for 
them, nay, bully and threaten for them? Who are 
exaſperated ? not the People, if they may be judg d 
of, as in Reaſon they ought, by their Repreſentatives 
in Parliament, Theſe true and only Attorneys of the 
People are calm in their Debates, uniform in their 
Actions, and in no wiſe, in their legiſlative Capacity, 
appear to be exaſperated : Therefore, this firſt Part 
of his Aſſertion muſt be admitted to be without the 
leaſt Foundation, unleſs, becauſe a ſtarv'd Scribler, 
or diſcontented Patriot proclaims the People exa/pe- 
rated for the Purpoſe of Confuſion, this Waiter may 
be credited againſt the Authority of one's own Rea- 
ſon, which proves, that the Nation are not exaſpe- 
rated becauſe their Repreſentatives are not ſo, except 
a few diſappointed Broad Bottomers, _ | 
The Miniſters dare exaſperate the People farther 
in Defiance of their Complaints and Reſentments.'— 
How are we to judge of the People's Company ? 
Not from the Forgeries of weekly and daily Two- 
nny Scriblers, 1 hope, nor from the Harangues of 
oftee-houſe Politicians. Through ſuch Canals Slander 
and Obloquy have flow'd abundantly in all Reigns 

an 


_ {I wa}. 
and Ages, Envy and Diſcontent are ſo blended with 
the Nature of us Iſlanders of Freedom, that public 
Content wou'd be as great a Wonder as bearing Supe- 
riority with Patience. If vulgar Errors, and popu- 
lar Complaints are to be the Standard by which na- 
tional Content and Happineſs are to be tried, this, 
Nation has never been happy, never will, nor never 
can. If a Man but reflect back on his own Time, 
won't he recollect that there were Complaints in every 
Reign and every Adminiſtration? Let him extend 
his Reflexion, and recur to Hiſtory for what paß'd 
in the Times preceding his, ſhan'r he find Complaint, 
Envy and Diſcontent as rife and general ? The Mul- 
titude is a Monſter with many Minds and Affections, 
is guided by no Certainty, often impoſed upon and 
led by the Cunning of one or a few Heads, tho? it 
abounds in Heads of its own, but they are for the 
moſt Part empty Seuls, veering with every artful 
Gale, and ſuſceptible of every Impreſſion tending to 
feed a ſickly Fancy, Jealoufy and Diſcontent. From, 
ſo incoherent a Creature what can be expected bur 
Murmur and Complaint ? - EE, 
Therefore, to judge of the Conteſt or Diſcontent 
of a Nation ſo circumſtanc'd and conſticution'd as 
ours, with any Certainty or Propriety, Recourſe muſt 
be had to the incorporated Bodies of the Kingdom, 
but more eſpecially to the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple. Do the firſt ſhew a Diſlike of public Meaſures ?. 
do they ſhew Diſcontent by their Addreſſes to the 
Throne? Are ſuch Addrefles general ? and do they 
complain of Hardſhips ? do the latter diſagree with 
the Court? do they diſapprove Meaſures ? do they 
addreſs frequently for Redreſs of Grievances? In fine, 
do the Parliament and the Incorporated, or Bodies 
olitic of the Nation complain, one may conclude 
there is Cauſe for Complaint? but until ſuch Teſts 
of public Difcontent, ariſing from Male-adminiſtra- 
tion, are viſibly ſeen, he mult have as bad a Heart as 
; this 


[ is ] 

this incendiary Journaliſt, and a very weak Head. 
who would attempt miſleading others, or be miſled 
himſelf in relation to Diſcontent and Complaint. 

But nothing of this kind appearing, the Diſappointed 
have Recourſe to another Subterfuge, which is to 
publiſh, that moſt of the Corporations are under 
Court Influence, and the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple are no honeſter than they ſhould be. The firſt is 
morally impracticable: The incorporated Bodies of 
the Nation are abſolutely, to ſpeak in genera], out 
of the Reach of Court or Miniſterial Influence; there- 
fore, wou'd it be concluding moſt egregiouſly wrong 
for a Man to ſay, Public Diſcontent is not the leſs cer- 
tain, becauſe the incorporated Bodies don't complain; for 
.. they. are all influenced by the Court. Every Man of 
Senſe mutt ſee the Abſurdity of ſuch an untenable Con- 
cluſion. Sure no Man will ſay, that the greateſt and 
richeſt incorporated Body in the Nation, perhaps in 
the World, is under Court Influence; and yet we 
have not ſeen that they have addreſs'd the Throne 
for redreſs of Grievances, or complain'd of the wro 
Meaſures of the Cabinet, We have, indeed, ſeen à 
late Addreſs from them, wherein it was thought pro- 
per to omit or forget inferting what was moſt natural, 
fſeaſonable and dutiful : But theſe are Miſtakes to which 
human Frailty is liable. They are the Effects of a 
ſickly, peeviſh Habit of Body of ſome few of the 
Leaders; or, more likely, the Effects of the; deep 
Impreſſion of Sedition and Diſaffection, which ſuch 
treaſonable Journals as this I am conſidering, are apt 
to make in weak, froward, wavering, envious, diſap- 
pointed Minds. Barr 

There certainly is no Proof of public Complaint 
from the Incorporations of the Kingdom; and it 
happens unluckily for our ſeditious Declaimers, that 
the two Houſes of Parliament are ſteady in their 
Zeal for the preſent Eſtabliſnment, approve the Mea- 
ſures not only of this but we” late Reign, and pay not 
. that 


as they before deſcribed the Electors to have been. 


(x} 
that Regard and Deference, ' which may be expected. 
to the Advices or Threats of the accompliſh'd Stateſ- 
men in the Oppoſition ; but to remedy ſo great an 
Evil, ſince they can't perſuade the Repreſentatives of 
the People to diſtreſs the Government, differ with 
the Court, diſapprove of public Meaſures, or Com- 
plain, they move Heaven and Earth to inflame the 
People againſt their Repreſentatives. 19 25 
In this View they have recourſe to two Expedients 
equally abſurd and unpopular. By the firſt, theſe 
new-fangled Politicians are fo far from paying, Court 
to, or ſuothing thoſe whom they would delude from 
their Duty and Intereſt, they vilify and abuſe them 
in the moſt atrocious Manner, and wound them in 
the tendereſt Parts. Can the Electors of this King- 
dom take it as a Compliment to be told they have 
choſen Knaves, Men whoſe Perſons and Principles 
they diſliked, becauſe they found a trifling, temporary 
Advantage in giving their Suffrages againſt their Con- 


ſcience and Opinion? How groſs the Complement; 


how injurious to the Honour and Probity of the 
worthiett and honeſteſt Set of People in this, or any 


| other Kingdom in the World! But why ſhall the 


Electors of Great Britain be abuled, becauſe thoſe 
they have choſen are not mean and weak enough to 
co-operate with theſe ſhameleſs Revilers in carrying 
on the Work of Oppoſition and mercenary Views of 
ſuch of the Broad Bottoms, as are devour'd with Spleen 
and Ambition? But ſuch is the Incongruity of mo- 
dern Patriotiſm. | 
This Expedient Tailing our Declaimers, or rather 
retorting Scorn and Infamy back upon themſelves, 
they fly to a Second. Since they can't perſuade the 
People that the Electors were bribed to chuſe Men 
of corrupt and infamous Characters, they endeavour 


to perſuade them, that the Repreſentatives, are be- 


come, ſince the Election, as corrupt and mercenary, 


The 
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[xi ] 
The Reaſon they found this Charge upon, is no other 
than what has been aſſign'd in every Reign ſince Par- 
liaments were what they now are, and what will be 
offer'd, by the envious and ambitious, to the End of 
Time, It is fingly this, that ſome of thoſe who 
were thought _—_ by the People to repreſent them, 


and take Charge of their Welfare in Parliament, are 
Ikewiſe thought worthy by the Prince, the common 
Parent, to be truſted with ſome Share of the Civil 
Government, to which ſome Profit or Emolumenr 
may be annex de. . _—_ 

"How infamous the Suggeſtion! How baſe the 


Maxim! how inconcluſive and wrong the Concluſion f 


Is our Conſtitution ſo fram'd, that the Intereſt of the 
Prince and People is incompatible; or, the Service 
of both inconſiſtent? Is the Prince on the Throne fo 
unreaſonable, ambitious, or arbitrary, that obeying 
his Commands, and guarding againſt the Liberties 
of the Subject are repugnant? Or ſhould this ever be 
the Caſe, which would be monſtrous, even wicked 
to ſuppoſe, what can induce, theſe Inflamers of the 
Publick, to imagine that Men of Honour would ſa- 
crifice the Freedom of rhoſe they repreſent ro poor 
tranſitory Advantages for themſclves? Why ſuppoſe 
they would entail Miſery and Slavery on their Coun- 
try, themſelves, their Poſterity, to gratify the Am- 
bition of any Priace, or acquire the Smiles and Fa- 
vour of any ſycophant Miniſter, who ſhou'd attempt 
executing any ſuch enflaving Scheme? And why 
ſhou'd ir be imagin'd, that a Majority of the richeſt, 
wiſeit, and moſt eſteem'd Peers and Commoners in 


the Nation, would be the only Part of the Legiſla- 
ture that ſhould ſacrifice their own Honour and In- 


tereft, the Intereſt and Liberty of the whole Nation, 
to mean, deſpicable Views, as all Views that center 
in Corruption are? And what Degree of Corruption 


mut it be, that can warp fuch a Body as the Majo- 


. rity 
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rity in both Houſes, from their Honour, their In- 

tereſt. and their Duty? 

If Corruption could be carried ſuch Lengths, it 
uſt be by Faſcination, it being indubitable, -that 
re is not Strength or Power enough in the Crown 

to corrupt lo large and wealthy a Number of Mer of 

the beſt Senſe and Fortunes in the Nation. All the 


Influence of the Crown, in Conſequence of the Power 


to beſtow Places and Titles would fall ſhort z even 
the whole Civil Lift Revenue, could it be ſpar'd to 


corrupt for the Purpoſe of Slavery, would avail no- 


thing with the Majority aſpers'd by modern Incendia- 
ries, who judge of others by the Experience of the 
Dictates of their own baſe Hearts. 

On ſuch a Suppoſition, as *tis natural for Foreign- 
ers to entertain of our Corruption, from the falſe and 
ſcandalous Suggeſtions of theſe Scribblers, to the Diſ- 
honour of the Electors and Elected of this Nation, 1 
wonder not at the Charge of a late foreign Writer, 
who perſonates a Foreigner at leaſt, brought againſt 
us on the Subject of Corruption. This Author, who, 
I am very ſorry for't, paints us more truly, tho'ꝰ more 
deform'd than ever was known before, proves this 
Country to be no Money Province to Hanover, from 
our own Arguments; that is, from the Arguments 
of thoſe amongſt us who charge Corruption on the 
Legiſlature, yet maintain that Exgland is a Money 
Province to the Electorate. 

England is a rich and opulent Country; but 
© how does Hanover benefit by = Opulency ? If our 
common Sovereign have a large Revenue in Eng- 
land, do not the Engliſb alone participate of it? Do 
not the Writings of their —— rs: prove, that the 
« Civil Liſt ts inſufficient to feed their own Corruption ? 


Ad don't they ſay, that the late Miniſter em- 


+ ploy'd all that could be ſpar'd from the Support of 
© the Grandeur of the Crown, to the Purpoſes of 
5 | « domeſtic 


* Popular Prejudice, e. P. 52, 53- 
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domeſtic Corruption ? If chis be true, tis plain, n 


« part of the Civil Liſt Revenue could be ſpar'd, fo 
© as to be tranſported to us. If then, as we are de- 
c barr*d all Benefit from Employments by the Act 
© of Settlement, we can have no Engliſb Money, un- 
< leſs it be out of that Revenue, and that this Fund 
< is ſcarce ſufficient to ſatisfy Englizh Corruption, ac- 
© cording to theſe Libellers themſelves ; if this be the 
« Caſe, J ſay, our Country is neceſſarily acquitted of 


being richer by the Acceſſion, and England, be- 


© ing 4 Money- Province io Hanover. —— This Argu- 
ment. ſurely, is concluſive againſt thoſe who in- 
« veigh'd againſt the late Miniſter, and who vilify no 
« Jeſs the preſent Great Man at the Helm, on the 
Score | Corruption. —— l may have occaſion 
to quote this plain blunt Hanoverian before I con- 
clude ; but, for the preſent, the Reader will ſee how 
one of theſe Incendiaries, who attempts anſwering 
bim, makes good the Charge of Corruption on the 
Legiſlature, or deſtroys the Foreigner's Concluſions. 
 * «© Theſe are his mighty Reaſons, which we ſhall 
examine; but ſuppoſe they had been concluſive, fo 
far as they go, would that argue an Impropriety in 
© thoſe Writers that had coined the. Phraſe ; if jt can 
be proved, that all our Expences ſince the Acceſ- 
« fjon, in Armaments at Home, foreign Subſidies, 
and foreign Troops, Wars on the Continent, and 
on Acccunt of Guaranties, may be placed ſolely to 
the Account of the Electorate, may it not be ſaid 
with the utmoſt Propriety; that England is a Mo- 
* ney-Province io Hanover? thoꝰ no Part of the Civil 
« Lift Revenue can be ſpared from Engliſh Corrup- 
gion, &c. This Paragraph begs the Queſtion 
all the Way, and proves nothing, therefore neither 
requires nor deſerves a ſerious Anfwer ; nor is it an 
at all to the Hanoverian's Argument. If this be true, 
that be true, and the other falſe, juſt as the Child will 
have 
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have it, he can't fail of being deem'd a Hero amongft 


his Playfellows ; but Men of Senſe expect other Sort 


of Treatment, and are to be convinc'd only by the 
Force of Truth, at leaſt of Probability. But let 
us hear this Champion for the Engliſh Nation ; that is, 


for the diſaffefted of the Nation, where he would ſeem 


to intend a direct Anſwer. * 

I am willing to agree with the Baron, that 
Corruption is grown to a monſtrous Size ſince the 
« Acceſſion (by the Way, the Baron, or Hanove- 
* rian, ſays not a Word of the Growth of Corrup- 
tion ſince the Acceſſion ; but tis the Practice of theſe 
* 217x015 to raiſe Windmills for the ſake of comba- 
ting them) and am not altogether clear, but that 
bis late Majeſty had, according to this Hanonerian's 
Authority, relied on it as the Staff of his Peace and 
« Safety, but at the ſame Time, our Author does not 
* know, or forgets, that the Crown has various Me- 
* thods in her Power of corrupting, without employ- 
ing a Shilling of the Civil J. iſt Revenue. There- 
© fore, ſuppoſing the late Miniſter as guilty of Cor- 
ruption as is alledged, it concludes, indeed, that 
* we are the moſt venal People under the Sun, but 
© does not conclude, that no Part of the Civil Lift 
Revenue, was ſent, or could be ſpar'd to be ſent to 
Hanover. —— But I beg this ſhrewd Diſputant's 
Pardon, the Argument is certainly concluſive upon 


his own Hypotheſis. For ſuppoſing the Hanoverian 


ſhould be ignorant of the Influence of the Crown, by 
the various Methods in her Power io corrupt, without 
employing a Shilling of the Civil Lift Revenue, we on 
this Side of the Sea know full well that the Crown 


can'r, nor never will be able to bribe a Majority of 


both Houſes of Parliament out of their Honeſty and 
Tenderneſs to the Welfare of their Country, and re- 
gard ſor Poſterity, by the ſole Influence of Places and 


and Titles, which are all thoſe various Methods ten- 
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tion'd. I deny, as all Men of Senſe and Candour 
will and mult, that, even with the Aid of the intire 
Civil Liſt Revenue, could it he ſpar'd for the Purpo- 
ſes of Corruption, the Crown would find it it imprac- 
ticable to corrupt to bad Purpoſes a Majority in both 
Houſes of Parliament; but was it practicable, and 
was it practiſed, it would prove inconteſtibly the Ba- 


ron's Poſition againſt the Vindicator of the Engliſh Na- 


tion, viz. that as no Money can be ſpar'd trom the 
Civil Lift to be ſent to Hanover; and that none can 


be ſent thither, by the Court, but out of that Fund, 
the Electorate can have no Money from England, and 
conſequently is zo Money- Province io Hanover. 


We come now to examine the Articles of Impeach- 
ment, exhibited 'againſt his Majeſty and his Miniſ- 
ters, by the Author of the ſeditious Journal before- 
mention'd, and his Aſſociates and Patrons: We will 
take his Articles ſeparately, in this Place, to refute 


them with the more Perſpicuity, tho' we inſerted 


them intire before. 


Divided and weakened at Home, they have dar'd to 


 embroil us, unally'd and unaſſiſted, Abroad, —lf this dic- 


ratorial Scribe ſuppoſes us a divided Nation from the 


Murmurs and Diſcontent, fomented by ſuch envious, 


_ diſappointed, fatyrical Scriblers and oratorial De- 


claimers as himſelf, his Epithet, divided, is not im- 
proper : But if the Union of a Nation, ſuch as this, 
may be ſaid with Propriety to. conſiſt in Unanimi- 
ty between the repreſented and Repreſentatives, and 


among theſe latter in their Legiſlative Capacity, ne- 


ver was the Nation more united; and never was the 
Epithet divided more impertinently and erroneouſly 
applied. If then there be Harmony and Union be- 
tween the Majority of the Electors and the elected, 
and between thoſe amongſt themſelves, and in Con- 


junction with the two other Branches of the Legiſla- 


cure, the Diviſion complain'd of is no Objection to 


the preſent Conduct of our Miniſters, with regard to 


the 


L Xvi] 
the Continent, if the Meaſure in itſelf be juſtißable. But be- 
ſore we go into this Diſcuſſion, let us examine if the Author's 
Epithet, w-akened, be not as ill - founded as the firſt. | 8 
Another late Sedition-Monger, with as little Truth but more Us 
Solemnity, makes the fame Objection to our interfering in the F 


preſent Broils on the Continent. An Anſwer to one, ic an An- 1 
hi ſwer to both him and the Fournalit. Much Pains he has taken 2 
i to miſlead his Countrymen, and in Particular to. perſuade them, 3 
i that becauſe they are poorer and weaker than ever, they muſt be 
4 ruin'd if they meddle in Wars on the Continent in Support of 
4 the Ballance of Power. His Arguments co. prove our Paverty 
. and Weakneſs are very particular.“ One infallible Sign 4. our 
+ Poverty, is, according to this magiſterial Writer, tbat a Hand- 
1 ful of Jews, who never employ'd five Hands at Home, in any other 
| Way than adminiftring to our Luxury, and who never exported any 
[i Thing Abroad, except perbaps our Coin, are able. to lend the Pub- 


lic Mill:ons.—— And, as if his Argument was abſolutely conclu- 
f five, he goes on with an Air of Triumph.—— VF this is not a 
l Demonſtration that Induſtry and Trade are ſinking, and that no- 
i thing can ſave us, but a timely Interpoſition and public Spirit (fuch 
| as modern Patriots are actuated withall) I think Sceptr/m ought 
to take Place of Reaſon, &c; $1791 | * 

I ſhould be ſorry to tax this important Writer with Diſinge- 
nuity, but let him take his Choice, to be call'd ignorant, or diſ- 
il ingenuous. One of the two he certainly is, and perhaps both. 9 
1 Firſt, it is not true, that a few — baue lent Millions, on half 7 
HY 2 Million, unleſs he means at different Times, which he cannot 4 
mean, if he has any determinate Meaning, except that of infla- 
| ming end miſleading the Public. Secondly; tis not true, that Jews 
ji employ no Hands, and export nothing but our Coin; it being well 
N Eknoun that ſome of the moſt eminent Exporters of our Manufae · 

q tures, and produce of our Colonies, to all Parts, but particularly to 
0 N Portugal, e when that Trade was open; to 1taly, 
10 er many and Helland, are of that Nation, And it is notorious, 
that none of our Adventurers Import ſo few Articles of Luxury 
as the Fews. We never hear of them as Importers of W int, 
French: Brandy, Cambricks, Lawns, Flanders Lace, or other Ar- 
[ ticles cqually deſtructive. But it is true, they export Bullion, 
J to which they have a double Right, by Law, and by being 
; greater Importers of Bullion, coin'd and otherwiſe, than any 


other Set of Merchants in the Nation. But, ſays the Author, 
j they export our Coin. ] don't believe it, becauſe there is more 
to be got by exporting Bullion and foreign Coin. But I confeſs 
myſelf an Advocate for the free Exportation of Coin from all 
Countries, looking upon it no otherwite than as a Merchandiſe, 
which will, in Spite of all Probibitions, find its Way where 
"tis of moſt Value. . n ET 
But Tuppoſing a Handful -of our Fews lent Millions to the 
Goverment, it is undoubtedly an Indication of the — I 
ag 
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the Government, when the deepeſt and moſt diſcerning People | 


in the World truſt it with fo vaſt a Capital; and why ſuch 
great Sums ſo lent, ſhould be a Sign of Poverty, and Demonſtra- 


tion that Trade and Induſtry are ſinking, is paſt my Comprehen- 
ſion, and I delieve, — of every Man of Senſe in the Nation, 
except the envious and diſappointed. It would _ me a fat 
greater Length than I have room for at preſent, did I trace this 
intricate Subject through all its various Branches and Windings, 
dut I think it is an Evidence beyond any reaſonable Objection, 
that our Trade and Induſtry are not ſinking, becauſe public Credit was 
never more ſteady and leſs variable, and Intereſt of Money ne- 
ver lower, or Money better ſecured or plentier. Men of Fancy 
and Prejudice, may play upon Things and Words, but there are 
none of Euclid's Problems clearer, than that without a beneficial 
foreign Trade, and the certain Conſequence, an increaſe of natt- 
onal Wealth, no Art, no Contrivance in Nature, could ſupport 
public Credit, or reduce Intereſt as we ſee it. 

But beſides theſe Proofs, concluſive to every Man of Diſcern- 
ment, there are many others, perhaps more viſible to the com- 
mon Run of Readers. The principal Article of our Trade and 
Induſtry being the Moollen- 3 hope it will be al- 
low'd, that neither are ſinking, if this ineſtimable Branch of 
our Induſtry be more flouriſhing than ever. The Call for our 
Weellen-ManufaFures, is at this Time ſo general and urgent, 
that we can't ſupply faſt enough. This being a Fact not to be 
diſputed, I hope it will be admitted as a Proof of my Aſſertion, 
viz. that our Trade and Induſtry are not ſinking, any otherwiſe 
than from the neceſſary Impediments attending our War with 
To this I know it will be objected, that the preſent 
extraordipary Demand, ariſes from the ſmall Quantity made, 
occaſion'd by the Fewneſs of. Hands or Manufactufers employ'd, . 
This might be an Objection, if it had not been refuted by the 
Price of Wool, which happens to be higher than has been known 
for above twenty Years paſt, The great advanc'd Price of Woot 
is a certain Sign of the great Increaſe of the Demand of Manu- 
factures, and conſequently, that we are not a fnking Nation 
and therefore not within the Deſcription of che Libellers again 
the Court. OED | 

This “ Author, who affects univerfal Knowledge, brings ano- 
ther Proof of our fnking Trade, as ill-founded as the laſt, f 
* The Weight of our Taxes adds ſuch an artificial Weighe to 
* the intrinſic Value of our Manufactures, as puts it in the Pow- 
© er. of ſome of out Neighbours, particularly the Dutch and 
* French to under-ſell us, Sc. Alt is admitted our Taxes are 
heavy, but yet not fo ou a Weight upon ManufaQtures as in 
Holland, where notwithſtanding they work cheaper than we 
do ; but not cheaper than we could, if our Artificers would be 
contented to live as parcimoniouſly as the Dutch. Therefore the 
Dearneſs of our Manufactures ariſes from our Luxury, which no 


5 8 ä Miniſtre 
* German Politics, &c. p 56. + Ibid, 


15 


„„ {| 
Niniftryare accountable for, and not from our Taxes; and the De 
creaſe of the Demand from Abroad, ſo much complain'd ſince the 
Acceſtion, does not atiſe ſo much from the advanced Price of our 
Moollen Goods at Home, as from an Increaie of Induſtry in the other 
Nations of Europe, ſince che laſt Gencral Peace, who were at Lei- 
fure, and enabled; to cloath themſelves without us beholding 


ro ug. The Dutch more than we, feel the Effects o 
ing Induitry of other Nations ſince the Treaty of Urretcht, 
which, tho' a Certainty nor to be controverted, this very Know- 
ing Author, ſeems to be quite ignorant of. — Another Proof 
that we are not weaken'd, is, that in every Article which con- 
ſtitutes National Wealth, there is an Ineteaſe and Improvement: 
In ſhipping Number of Seamen, Buildings, Improvement of 
Lands, Plate, Furniture, Jewels, Number of Artificers and Ad- 
ventures, and Number of Cattle of all Kinds, After ſo many 
ard plain Evidences of the National Wealth, could it be thought 
that any Writers could be vain enough to hope to be able to im- 
poſe ſo far on the Underitanding of Mankind, as to perſuad: 
them, that becauſe the Nation is drv/ded, poor a weak, the in- 
terpoſing in the preſent Broils of the Continent, the? in Support of 
8Le 1 of Power, i a wrong Meaſure ? 
have thus endeavour'd to ſolve the Objections of the preſent 
clamorous Oppolition, in relation to our Diviſions, Weakneſs and 
Pouerty, and ſhall endeavour to ſhew next, that we are not unal- 
4, or unaſſi ſted in the Part we take in the Affairs of the Conti- 
nent: But previous to this, it may be neceſſary to diſprove ano- 
ther Aﬀertion equally falle and daring, viz. that we bave not 
the leaſt wifible Concern in the preſent Diſputes on the Continent. 
The“ Fournol I quote trom, gives no Reafon but the ratio ul- 
tima of Incendiaries, for an Aﬀertion exploded ever ſince the 
Reformation, but particuhrly ſince the Revolution, But his F Fel- 
low Labourer takes a new Way to ſhew, that we put ourlelves 
to 2 very unneceſſary Expence, becaule the Germanic Body, 
which he makes to be twice as ſtrong as France, is alone able, 
and would be willing to keep that aſpiring Crown within ſafe 
Founds, provided they have nothing to apprehend from the 
Power of the Houſe of Huſtria. Ihe whole Drift of his 159 
Pages, being to ſupport this Poſition, together with the Novelty 
of it, having fix'd the Attention of many well-meaning, bur 
unwary Readers, we will beſtow a ſew Obſervations upon it. 
I need not point cut, what is ſo very obvious in almoſt every 
Page of this voluminuis Work, that the Author's View is to 
perſuade his Readers, that the Declenſion of the Power of the 
Houſe of 1 i. the Means to ſupport the Ballince of Pow- 
er. He muſt mean this or nothing, when he labours ſo often 
and arduoufly to ſhew, that all the preſent Power and Influence 
of France are owing to the ſuperior e. of that Houſe in the 


Empire. But in Spight of all his Fallacies and Addreſs, an En- 
£/1bman, who really wiſhes an Equality of Power on the Conti- 
f nent, 
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„u, on 8 Spppoſition that the Freedom and Cemmerce of bis 
Gountry are in Danger without it; I ſay, fuch a one, can ne: 
ver be perſuaded but that the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria is 
the ſareſt and only ſafe Let to the Ambition of the Houſe of 
Hour bon. | . 

The- aforeſaid Author, to make a Parade of his extenſive 
Knowledge, or, rather to delyde, gives a Derail of rhe Force 


of the Empire, which he makes to amount to 794,000 Men, 


twice a greater Number, he ſays, than France 'can maintain. 
He had a nearer Way to compute the Force of both; which was 
by the Number of Souls in each, and their Riches, or Means 
to ſupport a long War. By this Method, by which only a pro- 
bable Conjecture may be made, I doubt not it will appear, that 
the Houſe of Bourbon is ſuperior in Men and Wealth to the 
Empire; and that conſequently, the Germanic Body alone are 
not able to withſtand the Power of that ambitious Houſe, or to 
maintain the Ballance of Power. | 1 

' There is no Poſſibility of arriving at Certainty in theſe Sort 
of Computations, the beſt of them being conjectural; but if it 
be true, or near the Truth, as the moſt accurate Writers agree, 
that the Number of Souls in the Frexch Monarchy, are at leaſt 
23 Millions, and that in the Span arid Sicilian Monarchies, at 
leaſt 10, I think it won't be diſputed, that the Power of the Ger. 
manic Body, as to Numbers, is mferior to that of the Houſe of 
Bourbon : And, if the natural Wealth of Spain, and the natural 
and artificial Wealth of Frence be attentively confider'd, I think 
it muſt be as little doubred, that, as to ghe Means of ſupporting 
and prolonging a War, the collective Bydy of the Empire, can - 
not pretend to cope with the Houſe ot: Bourbon, 

Upon this Suppoſition then, even if the Germanic Body was 
united, the Houſe of Bourbon muſt necefiarily execute, at long 
Run, any Schemes ſhe may form upon the Liberties of Germany, 
unlets the maritime Powers confederate againſt her, whenever 
ſhe attempts openly and hoſtilely to extend her Power and Influ- 
ence, as in the preſent Conjecture. But if the Honſe of Beur- 
Bon, or France, which is the fame, may be ſuppoſed an over 
Match for the Empire, tho” united, how may ſhe not be able ta 
preſcribe, when diſunited, which, morally ſpeaking, muſt al- 
ways be tlie Caſe? And this is an additional Advantage France 
has, and always will have over the Empire. Her Force is uni- 
ted and collected, but that of Germany never can. 

The Diſparity of the Power of the Germanic Body, in Num- 
bers and Riches, compar'd with that of the Honſe of Bourbon ; 
and above all, the Diſunion of that Body, require abſolute] 
that the maritime Powers, at all Times, ſhould fall with their 
Weight into the German Scale, againſt France, whenever ſhe at- 
tempts embroiling Germany in Particular, and Earope in Gene- 
ral. King William was ſenſible of the Neceſlity of adoptin 
this Maxim; and the not adopting it, was the primary Cauſe o 
his Predeceſſor's Mis fortunes: Nor is it at all unnatural to ſup- 
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poſe, that this, and other Incendiaries, explode this Maxim at 
this Time, the better to reduce his preſent Majeſty to the un- 
happy Circumſtance: of that miſtaken Prince, who had never 
been oblig'd to quit his Country, if he had prudently enter'd in- 
to the Confederacy againſt France, which was forming juſt, be- 
| fore the Revolution. 

It is not ſuppoled, that France has any Views of Conqueſt be- 
yond the Rbize; therefore are the Members of the Empire in 
no Pain about her Acquiſitions elſewhere? This will always be 
a Reaſon, if an Union weie poſſible, that the Germanic Body 
will never unite to oppoſe the Houſe of Bourbon in her Views 
on Italy and the Netherlands, where it becomes the maritime 
Powers more indiſpenſably to prevent her Conqueſts. Is Italy 
once in the Power of France, we may bid adieu to our Trade, 
not only to Italy, but Turkey and the Coaſt of Africa; and 
ſhould the Auſtrian Netherlands be in French Hands, there would 
be an End, not only of our Trade to thefe Provinces, but too 
ſurely of our Liberties alſo, 


Theſe being Points too ſelf evident for an Exgliſt mas to doubt, 


itfollows, that our preſent Conduct with regard to the Conti- 
nent, is judicious and megitorious. The Houſe of Auſtria, with- 
out our Interpoſition, would be reduced to the loweſt Ebb; and 
when once ſo, nothing could prevent Spain from executing her 
Schemes in Italy, nor France e the Execution of her preme- 
ditated Deſigns on the Netberlands. There is no denying this, 
unleſs it can be proved, that the Germanic Body, if free from 
Dread of the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, would unite to 
preſerve theſe remote Provinces, to which they are no Ways ob- 
liged. But ſuch Proof being impoſſible, it is notorious, that J. 
taly and the Netberlands would toon own Bourbon Maſters, un- 
3.ſis the Houſe of Auſtria had be: n ſeaſonably and vigorouſly 

iupported of late by this Nation. | 
T his leads me back to conſider the Rectitude of the Maxim, 
which ail the modern Incendiaries endeavour to explode, viz. 
* that it is always the Intereſt of this Nation to confederate 
' againlt France, and to exert her Strength in reducing the ex- 
orbitant Power oi that ambitious Crown, and moſt dangerous 
* of all our Rivals and Neighbours, * On this Suppoſition, the 
Criterion of our Conduct jbould be unvariably to 7 reduce 
tbat Crown. The Obſervation of this prudential Maxjm, muſt 
neceflarily be attended with great Perplexity and Expence; 'tis 
impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe : But how dreadſul muſt the 
Inobſervation of it be ta choſe who juſtly center the Welfare of 
thele Nations in the Ballance of Power ? | os 
Suppoling the Germanic Bedy, able to maintain its Liberties 
and Territories againſt the Power of France, of what Conſe- 
quence would the Freedom of Germany be to us, if by the Con- 
queſt of Italy and the Netberlandi, our Commerce ard Liberties 
would lie at che Mercy of that ambitious Neighbour ? The Ger. 
man Powers, in their collective Capacity, always. move flowly, 
even 


— 


* 
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even when the common Enemy of Chriſtianity attack theit 
Conntry, how then can it be ſuppoſed they would move allertly, 
as would be neceſſary to oppoſe France; or rather, how can it be 
imagined, ney would join or move at all, lo far as Traly and 


the Netherlands, to oppoſe the Views of a Crown, that can ne- 
ver fail of corrupting, or gaining upon the Weakneſs of ſome 
of the Members of a Body, compoled of Individuals. with fo 
different Views and Intereſts? I 2 
From Conſiderations ariſing naturally from this Subject, it is 
obvious to every Man of ever ſo moderate Underſtanding, that 
there is no Reliance on the Germanic Body, for the Security of 
the Ballance of Power in General, or the Safety of the Trade 
and Frecdom of the maritime Powers in Particular. That 
dy, if anited, is no Match for che Houſe of Bourbon; but di- 
ni ted, as it ever will be, France muſt always influence its Coun- 
cils to the Deſtruction of the Ballance of Power, unleſs ſome 
conſiderable Power remain intire and uninfluenc'd beſides the 
Maritime, The Houſe of Auſtria is this Power. There is no 
other whoſe Situation and Power can anſwer the Purpoſe. 
That Houſe has Territories in Italy, and an open Communica- 
tion from it; Heredirary Dominions, It has Pofſetſion of the 
Netberlands, in the e of which, it 15 effentially in- 
tereſted : And by its Vicinity to, and Poffeſiions on the upper 
Rbine, it is always at Hand to fall upon France in Alſace, with 


more numerous Armies than any other Power in Germany. _ 


Therefore, to view this Houſe in all Reſpects, to examine 
this Subject in all Lights, there is no Power, except that of Au- 
ftria, capable of ſteming the Torrent of Gallic Power and Am- 
bition, in Conjunction with the maritime Powers, This Poſtu- 
latum being granted, and I venture to ſay it cannot be deny'd, 
it follows, that every Means for ſupporting that Houſe, is a 
right Meaſure in the maritime Power,; and conſequently, that 
the late and preſent Conduct of our Court, with regard to that 
Houle, is not only juſtifiable, but neceffary and merigotious. 
Yet notwithſtanding the Notoriety of the Rectitude of our 
Conduct in . ri, that Houſe, the only Ally of Conſe- 
uence the maritime Powers can poſlibly have recourſe to in 
Time, of Danger, the domeſtic Enviers of our Happineſs ſeek 
every Means, have recourſe to every Opportunity and Expedi- 
ent, to inflame the Public againſt the Court, for purſuing the 
only Meaſure that can ſecure our Liberties and Commerce, A- 
mong others, a freſh * Iaceadiary appears, who waſts much of his 
Gall to ſhew, that our preſent Allies, the Queen of Hungary, 
and King of Sardinia, are in ſo flouriſhing a Condition, as to 
ſtand in no need of our Aſſiſtance, and conſequently, that we 
ought to allow them no Sublidy. This Author, who preſumes 
to cenſure the very beft Treaty that could poſlibly be enter'd in- 
to at this Conjunctute, like the reſt of his ſeditious Fraternity, 
is as harden'd an Atheiſt in Politics, as others were in Reli 72 
| e 
Free Thoughts an the Treaty of Worms, &c. | 
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The Sceptics in Religion refufe their Aﬀent to the plaineſt E vi- 
dence of a Deity, nay, to the Conviction of their own Conſci- 
ence ; ſo do our modern Sceptics deny the Truth of the molt 
concluſive Arguments, and act in direct Contradiction to their 
own State of Things, and their own Intereſt too, Such is the 
Force of Pique and Reſentment, ſuch the Power of Party and 
Ambition! As the Libertines in Religion refuſe owning a Dei- 
ty, by whoſe Mercy and Bounty they are enabled to pronounce 
hs Refuſal, ſo the modern Profligates in Politics ſeem to refuſe 
Allegiance to a Prince, by eue paſta they enjoy the Free- 
Jom they ſo 1 employ to aſperſe and injure him. 
What elſe but refuſing Allegiance, or endeavouring to wean the 
Subjects from their Allegiance to the mildeſt King that ever 
reign'd, could the Inſertion of the following Command from the 
Parliament, to Edw. II. to reſign his Crown, mean? That ſedi- 
tious Writer's Intention is too ſelf-evident to need a Comment. 
+ Judge Trucſſl, Attorney for the People, ſpoke as follows 
to Edward II. when he went to force the Regalia from him 
* I William Tuſſel, Attorney for the Parliament and whole 
* Engli/b Nation, do declare to you in their Name, and by their 
© Authority, that I revoke and retract all the Homage made to 
* you ; and from this Moment I deprive you of the Sovereign 
Power, and proteſt, Iwill never after obey you as my King.“ 
After ſo barefaced, impudent, I may ſay treaſonable an At- 
rack upon Majeſty, can we admire that a eee ſhould drau- 
the following Portraiture of us? * But why ſhould we expect a 
* dutiful Defererence for our Prince, from a People famed, not 
* only for diſturbing the Quiet, and refliting their Kings, but 
for dethroning, and even cutting off their ſacred Heads: Wit- 
| * neſs their own Annals. And in Regard to their injurious 
* Treatment of their Sovereigns, there is one thing obſervable 
* of them, which is not known of any other Nation on Earth; 
and that is, Thar they take Pride and Glory in the Perjary and 
eminent Wickedneſs of tbeir Anceſtors.'—How applicable are 
theſe aſt Words to the incendiary Writiers of our Times, and 
| particularly to the inſolent Fournalift, who, by the Inſertion 
| of a Tranſaction, which does ſo great Diſhonour to our Nation, 
| and for that Reaſon ought never to be mention'd, has drawn 
me from my Subject on theſe Quotations, 
I have endeavoured to prove, in Oppoſition to the Scriblers 
againſt the Government, rbat we are Mentially concern'd in In- 
" tereſt to ſupport the Queen of Hungary, as the only Counterpoize, 
in Conjundt ion with Holland, againſt the Power of France ; and 
that it is no Jeſs our Intereſt to lay bold of all favourable Oppor- 
tunities for reſiſting and reducing that Power. —] doubt not the 
ll. unprejudiced Reader will be convinced, becauſe tho” I might 
| not have been happy enough co convey my T houghts to him as 
1 clearly and forcibly as I ought, yet the main Trath, and Force 
| of the Poſitions ate ſo very evident, that he can ſcarce miſtake 
i them 
| | + Old England Feb. f. 1544. * Popular Prejudice, p. 5. 
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them, notwithſtanding the great Art and Induſtry uſed, by mo- 
dern Sycophants, to cloud the Subject and miſlead the Unwary. 
But ſay the diſcontented, and particularly the aforeſaid gan - 
green'd Fournaliſt ; © The Meaſures now purſued are not only 
* the molt unpopular, but carried on by the moſt unpopular 
Means, Mc. — As I have already ſhewn that our preſent Con- 
duct with Regard to France and our Allies is right, I need not 
take Pains to prove, that it is falſe to ſay, That our Meaſures are 
the moſt unpopular, becauſe no Meaſure, right in itſelf, can, at 
leaſt ought to be unpopular: But the Means of carrying on this 
Meaſure, is what I will endeavour to ſhew ought not, nor would 
be unpopular, unlefs it had been miſrepreſented with uncommon 
Art and Virrulency. 
This Meazs, thus repreſented as the moſt eg that cou'd 
be, is no other than the taking 16000 of che Troops of his Ma- 
jeſty's foreign Dominions into Britiſb Pay: Bat why is this 
Means become unpopular ? not becauſe it was unneceſſary or 
improper, but becauſe , in conſequence of it, our natural Fea- 
louſy of Foreigners and of our Xing, furniſhed our Incendiaries 
with the Means of awaking that uncharitable Vice in the Breaſts 
of the molt unthinking, tho' good-natur'd Commonalty in the 
World. The Men of Fenſe in the Oppo/itron laugh in their 
Sleeves to ſeethe Succeſs of their Scheme. They ſaw the Court 
had no other alternative; they muſt have hired the Troops of 
Hanover to ſu pport the Cauſe of general Intereſt and Liberty, or 
it muſt fink. There was no other Choice ; and if there had, 
what ſhould bewitch this Nation to wiſh that another had been 
made The Opponents faw the Neceſſity and Propriety of the 
Means, but their Buſineſs being to diſtreſs, and render odious 
thoſe they hate, they had recourſe to our ungenerous national 
Propenſity to Prejudice and Fealouſy of Foreigners —Well may it 
be ſaid of us, That we are a Nation that feed upon Whim and 
Chimera, and from whom any Abſurdity may be enpected, when 
the Public can be alarm'd at a Meaſure that tan't affect either 
their Liberties or Properties in no Light in Nature, and ſuffer 
themſelves to be inflam'd, on ſo flight an Occaſion, and impoſed 
upon fo groſly by the moſt inſolent, ſeditious Incendiaries that 
ever wore the Mask of Patriotiſm,—lf ever the following Cha- 
racter was applicable to any Nation; if ever the Cap fitted any 
People, ſurely this Inſtance ſhe ws but too evidently it was made 
for us? Gens ratione furens, & mentem paſta Cbimæris. 
On this Suppoſition it will be vain for me to attempt reaſoning 
my Countrymen into an Approbation of this Mecaxs, me 
the moſt popular, by a diſcontented Faction. According to the 
aforeſaid Diſcription of them, all ſolid Argument, inſtead of 
bringing them into Temper and Reaſon, will but render them 
the more furious and extravagant. An unhappy Temper of Mind, 
which furniſhes Fuel to the Enemies of the Government, and 
is a Stock upon which they graft all their Sedition and Diſſoy- 
alty ! What will the Nations of. Europe think of us? what Opi- 
nion will our Enemies have of our Union and Concord? what 
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Notion will the World form of our Affection and Duty to our 
Prince, when they hear the Nation capable of being inflam'd, 
BY a ſew ſcribling Incendiaries, becauſe his Majeſty's Electoral 
roops are prefer'd to other Foreigners in Support of the Houſe 
of Auſtria and Ballance of Power ?—=] wiſh, for the Honour of 
ff the Nation, I could, in this Inſtance, draw a Viel over the In- 
conſtancy, the Inconſiſtency and Extravagance of my Country- 
men : Bar ſince I can neither hide their Faults, nor hope to 
mend them by Admonition, let me at leaſt endeavour to do 
uſtice to 10jured Majeſty to attone for the Ingratitude of my 
deluded Fellow-Subjects. 75 | 
In juſtifying our preſent Meaſures, I may hope to have juſti- 
fied his preſent Majeſty ; and I doubt not, that after the Peruſal 
of the following Tradts, every Reader will acquit his late Ma- 
jeſty King George I. of having ſacrificed the Intereſts of theſe 
Nations © aggrandize the EleQorate. I confeſs this latter 
Charge againit a Prince and Miniſters that can't anſwer for 3 
themſelves was what induced me to commence Author. I cou'd 
not bear ſeeing the Conduct of the beſt of Kings traduc'd, nor 
his Memory inſulted. To fully the Honour of that Prince is 
wounding that of the preſent: To reflect on the Memory of a 
redeceſſor is an Attempt to vilify the Succeſſor and all his 
Pelcendants: Therefore, to reſcue the Memory of the "firſt 
from che Rancour of the falle and malicious, may not be leſs 
meritorious, perhaps not lels ſerviceable to the Family in gene- 
ral, than juſtifying the Conduct and Meaſures of the latter. As 
the Royal Son treads pretty near in the Royal Site's Steps; to Z 
reſcue the Memory of George J. is reſcuing the Honour of George 7 
II. from the Malice of the common Enemies of their Family. 7 
The mighty Crime alledg'd to King George 1. is, that he 
facritic'd the Intereſts of theſe Nations, in involving us, in the 
Beginning of his Reign, ft with Sweden, on Account of his 
Purchaſe of Bremen and Verden; and next with Ruſſia, in con- 
ſequence of a Deſign he had form'd of annexing Mecklenburg 
to the Electorare. Theſe were Points that have been labour'd 
by the ſetibſing Incendiaries of the Party, but particularly by“ 
two who appear'd laſt Seaſon, and 1 one, more malicious than 
the reſt, who made his Appearance lately. This latter pro- 
[| | duces a long Memorial of the Czar's Reſident in 1719 in Proof 
0 of the late King's Views on Mecklenburg, which could no othet- 
ih wiſe be refured than by the Anſwers made to it when the Tranſ- 
action was freſh in the Memory of ail Europe. Thele Anſwers, 
by the late Earl of Stanbope and others, I tubjoin to this Tract, 
as the beſt Proof of the Integrity of his late Majeſty, and the 
| c'eareſt Vindication of his Conduct in regard to Mecklenburg and 
p Muſcovy. A late“ Author has ;ndiſputably vindicated that glo- 
\ rious Prince's Conduct in regard to the Purchaſe of Bremen and 
Verden, and the ſubſequent War with Sweden. 
* The Caſe of the Hanover Troops, &c. Vind. of the Caſe, &c. 
+ The Engliſh Nation wy ay” = gr Popular Prejudice, &c, 
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His MaJesrr's Anſwer, as KING of Great Britain, 
to the Memorial preſented by the Czar's Reſident 
the 14th of December. 1719. e 


IS Majeſty's great Regard for the Czar having induced 

him to direct — Weſjelofskt's Memorial of 

the 14th of December laſt; ſhould be examined and conſidered 
maturely; and the ſaid Memorial being interwoven with ' ſome 
Facts that concern his Majeſty as King, and with others that re- 
late to him only as Elector, he has cauſed an Anſwer to be given 
upon the latter by his German Chancellerie; and as to the Re- 
mainder, he has commanded me to give the following Reply. 
His Majeſty has ever carefully applied himſelf to purſue the 
Maxims of his Predeceſſors, eſpecially thoſe which might tend to 
keep him in Peace and Friendſhip with the other Powers of Eu- 
rope, and to cultivate Commerce with them for mutual Ad van- 
tie *- ol N 3 7 i „„ 5 

Hz has particularly ſhewn a ſincere Deſire to live well with 
the Czar, though the Crown of Great Britain 15 under no for- 
mal Engagements with that Prince; and to his Advances in 
ſeeking his Friendſhip may be imputed that Reſentment of the 
late King of Sweden againſt His Majeſty, the Effects of which 
have been manifeſt on divers Occaſ ion. 
Ix order to eſtabliſh a good Correſpondence with the Czar upon 

a ſolid Foundation, His Majeſty deſired to make a Treaty of 


Commerce with him; and Prince Kourakin did indeed come 


over hither upon that Negotiation in the Beginning of the Year 
1716. But hon, inſtead of anſwering in a ſuitable manner thoſe 
Advances His Majeſty had made, many Difficulties were ſtarted 
too long to be enumerated here; as particularly, that the King's 
Subjects ſhould not trade to Caſan and Aftracan, a Privilege that 
had been allowed them by his Czariſn Majeſty's Predeceſſors: 
But what chiefly rendered this Negotiation fruitleſs, was, that 
the Czar never would come into this Treaty of Commerce un- 
leſs an Alliance were concluded at the ſame Time, which' was to 
extend ſo far as inevitably to engage Great Britain in a Rupture 
with the Crown of Sweden, its antient Ally; whoſe Deſtruction © 
is equally inconſiſtent with the Peace and the Ballance of 2 
and with the Support of the Proteſtant Religion; to which His 
Majeſty, both in regard to Conſcience, and to Reaſons of State, 
is under ſo many Obligations to 5 with all his 
, | " P 


[2] 


Ir appears ſrom the Ith Article of the propoſed Alliance, 


which 1s inſerted below *, that it was required of His Majeſty 


not only to guarantie to the Czar the many Provinces which he 
had conquered from Sweden, without a great Part whereof that 

Crown cannot poſlibly ſubſiſt, but to aſſiſt him with a Britiſt 
Fleet to act directly againſt the Swedes ; and even that this Fleet 
ſhould be under the Command of the Czar and his Admirals, 
which, with regard to Great Britain, was the moſt impractica- 
ble and the — odious thing in the World: So that it is evi- 
dent His Majeſty could not enter into any ſuch Engagements, 
without rendering all Peace or Agreement with Sweden utterly 
impoſſible, ſince he muſt have guarantied to the Czar Provinces 
which that Crown can never give up; and beſides, His Majeſty 
would thereby have drawn upon himſelf the Powers concerned 
in the Preſervation of Sweden, and thoſe which are obliged to 
it by their Alliances and Guaranties ; the Friendſhip of which 
Powers was moreover ſo neceflary to the King, in order to brin 
about, in Concert with them, the great Schemes he had form 
for the Tranquiltity of Earope. Let any one judge, whether 
His Majefty, how deſirous foever he might be to fecure the 
Czar's Friendſhip, could purchaſe it at ſo dear a Rate. 

Ix was for theſe Cauſes the Negotiation of a Treaty of Com- 
merce in the Month of February r516, miſcarried, and not on 
account of the Affair of Mecklexbourg, which did not happen till 
the Month of Octeber following. Whatever Share the King 
might have in this laſt mentioned Aflair, as Elector, he did not 
| | d intermeddle 


Copy of the 5th Article of the Projet of Alliance offered by 
Prince Kourakin 7» 1716, and which, in all the Negotiations that 
have been fince ſat on foot, bas always been propoſed on the Czar's 
Part as a Condition fine qui non. 


Article VII. HIS Britannick Majefty promiſes and obliges bim- 


felf on his part, that in the Negotiation of Peace with the Crown 


of Sweden, be will, as a good: Ally, affiſt his Czariſb Majeſt 
with all bis Power, and with all bis Credit; that ſo by 2 


of that Peace, the Crown of Sweden may yield and give up for 


ever to bis Czariſh Majeſty and to bis Succeſſors, the Provinces 
which are now actually under the Dominion of the ſaid Czariſh 
Majeſty ; that 1s to ſay, Ingria, Livonia, Eſthonia, and Carelia, 
with all tbeir Dependences, the Tywn of W ybourg included. And 
if bis Czariſh Majeſty or bis Succeſſors ſhall be attached or diſ- 
turbed in thoſe Provinces and Places, His Britannick Mujefty ob- 
Ages bimſelf and bis Sucteſſors, to offiſt them at bis and their own 

acc, Two Months after the ſame Ball he required, with Fif- 


teen Ships of the Line, which ſhall ſerve where bis Crariſb Ma- 
Jet Jhall deſire, ant the ſaid Squadron ſhall af under the Order. 


bi, Czarih Majeſty and of his Admiral. 
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intermeddle init as King. Sir Fobn Norris made no Attempt either 
againſt the Czar's Fleet, or againſt his Land Forces; no Concert | 
was framed for that Purpoſe ; and the Meaning of the Writer 
of the Memorial is not to be underſtood, when be inlinuatey 
that Admiral Norris was juſt going to act in an hoſtile Manner 
againſt the Czar's Fleet then at Copenbagen. An Imputation of 
this Nature ought never to be advanced without ſufficient Proof ; 
and if the Czar entertained any ſuch Suſpicion, it can be found- 
ed on no Fact that ever came to the Knowledge of His Majeſt 
or any of his Miniſters : It ought rather to be believed, that this 
Affectation of inſinuating ſuch Jealouſies in the Memorial, is on 
Purpoſe to divert the Reader's Attention from the Deſigns which 
the Czar's Conduct at that time gave juſt Grounds to ſuſpect 
him of: For if it be true that he had any ſuch Views, and that 
being in the moſt intimate Alliance with the King of Denmark, 
he yet had projected no leſs than to poſſeſs himſelf of the Sound 
and of Copenhagen (inſtead of a Deſcent upon Schonen, with 
which the World had beer amuſed for feveral Months) it is na- 
tural that he ſhould endeavour to put the Publick upon a wrong 
Scent, and to turn the Biaſs of their Thoughts by Kecriminati- 
ons that have no manner of Foundation. Now if the Czar real- 
ly bad ſuch Intentions, it is poſſible he was kept from bringing 
them to Effect by a juſt Apprehenſion that His Majeſty's Fleet 
might eppoſe them, which it would inſallibly have done in ſuch 
a Caſe: And might not the Czar's Reſentment at the Diſap- 
3 of ſo vaſt a Project by the Fear of a Britiſh Fleet, 
ave been the Cauſe of his being ſo much eſtranged from His 
Majeſty ever fince that time ? For from thence may be dated the 
Commencement of that Animoſity, which on ſo many Occaſions 
he has ſhewn againſt His Majeſty, | 
T x1s appeared ſoon after ; when, by the Letters chat paſt be- 
tween Count Eyllenburg and Baron Gorta, it was diſcovered that 
the Czar was incenſed againſt His Majeſty to ſuch a Degree, 
that he thought in good earneſt of a Reconciliation with the 
King of Sweden, of making a ſeparate Peace with him, and of 
aſſiſting the Pretender at theiſame time to poſſeſs himſelf of the 
Throne of Great Britain; and in Truth, whatever Afurances 
of the contrary were given in the Memorial of 1717, the Czar's 
Conduct ever fince ſeems to have been entirely ſuited to ſuch a 
Scheme, The Negotiations of one F-——», and of Sir Hu 5 
Paterſon, Brother, in-Law to the late Lord Mar, with the Ruff 
Miniſtry, while the Czar was in Holland, are not unknown; no 
more than are the Intrigues of that Miniſtry, both with the late 
Duke of Ormond whilit he lay incognito at Mittaw, and with 
Sir Harry Stirling and the ſaid F- n at Petersbourg, nor the 


Correſpondence which, by Means of the Perſon laſt named, was 
{ettled between the Czar and the Court of Spain. ; 
'B 2 * 
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Ir appeared publickly, that the Czar gave all manner of Pro- 


| tection and Encouragement to a great Number of his Majeſty's 


Rebel Subjects. It is well known that the Conferences at Aland, 
which were ſet on Foot without His Majeſty's Knowledge, had 
their Riſe from an Interview with Baron Gortz at Loo, in Auguſt 
1717). That Miniſter's Papers have diſcovered the Deſign of thoſe 
Conferences, and that an Invaſion of Scotland was immediately 
to follow the Conqueſt of Norway; ſo that it is not ſtrange the 
Czar ſhould. take no Care to prevent the Loſs of that Country, 
or to ſuccour his Ally the King of Deamarł in ſo preſſing an 
Exigence : In ſhort, 1t is ſufficiently known, that the Czar cau- 
ſed repeated Propoſals to be made to the Court of Sparn, to bring 
them into an Offenſive Alliance againſt His Majeſty in favour ot 
the Pretender. | 

Tux King, not yet diſcouraged by ſuch Proceedings, ende a- 
voured by all kind of Means to gain the Czar's Friendſhip. He 
did for that Purpoſe ſend to him in Auguſt 1917, Admiral Nor- 
ris and Mr, Whitworth, both known, and, as His Majeſty thought, 
acceptable to him; but the whole was again ſet aſide, by propo- 
ſing on his part that Alliance in which it was known the King 
could never enter, and which was made the more impracticable by 


the Condition they continued to inſert in it, that the Britiſh Squa- 


dron ſhould be under the Command of the Czar's Admirals. 
TrovGn, as Things ſtood, his Majeſty had Reaſon to believe 
that the Memorial which was preſented to him by the Reſident 
in Summer 1718, making mention of the Czar's Inclination to 
live in Friendſhip with him, was no more than an Artifice to co- 
ver the Negotiations and Intrigues before-mentioned ; yer, that 
nothing might be wanting on his part, he took Occaſion from 


theuce to ſend Mr, Fefferyes his Reſident to Petersbourg, and 


even ordered Admiral Norris to go thither likewiſe ; but the 
Admiral being failed from the Baltick on his Return to England 
before Mr. Zeferyes arrived at Copenhagen, he proceeded on his 
Journey without him, He omitted nothing that might bring 
to Effect the good Diſpoſition he had been aſſured he ſhould find 
in the Czar, but thoſe Aſſurances: ſoon appeared to be a further 
Amuſement ; for inſtead of making any Propoſals to him, he 
was asked, What he had to offer? And when he ſpoke of re-eſta- 
bliſhing antient Friendfhip, and of concluding a Treaty of Com- 
merce, he was told, that an Alliance muſt firſt be theught of, and 
a Plan ſettled for the Operations of War againſt Sweden ; which 


Propoſal it was well known could never be admitted by a Hritiſs 


Miniſter. 

Ius Deſigns concerted at Aland with Baron Gortz being at 
length entirely overthrown by the King of Sweden's Death, the 
Czar not finding in the Princefs who ſucceeded him any Diſpoſiti- 
on to purſue tuch unjuſt and dangerous Schemes, reſolved to 

| compel 
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compel her to it by Force, and by ſuch violent Exttemities as 
are ſcarce to be parallelled. Being full of this Imagination, he 
was alarmed at the Fleet his Majeſty was obliged to ſend yearly 
into the Baltick to protect the Trade of his Subjects: He de- 
manded, in an imperious and threatening Manner, upon what De- 
ſign this was done; and he wrote to Admiral Norris in ſuch Lan- 
guage as the Crown of Great Britain has not been uſed to. 

However,the King made no other Return to all theſe Proceed- 
ings, but mild Applications and Offers of his Mediation by the 
Lord Carteret and Admiral Morris; whilit the Czar would not fo 
much as receive their Letters on this Subject, on Pretence, that 
they had no Credentials to him ; an Objection which none of the 
other Powers engaged in the War againſt Sweden had ſtarted, 
tho” their Caſe was exactly the ſame. 

To avoid whatever might exaſperate, nothing ſhall be faid 
here of the ill Treatment of his Majeſty's Subjects in the 
Czar's Dominions, of Britiſt Seamen forced to ſerve on board 
the Ryffian Fleet ; of Artificers denied the Liberty of returning to 
their Country; of Merchants confined without Cauſe; and of Ships 
and Cargoes ſeized and confiſcated without Law or Juſtice. 
His Majeſty {till perſiſts in the ſame Sentiments of Modera- 
tion towards the Czar, deſiring to live in Friendſhip and good 
Correſpondence with him, and to be able to incline him to re- 
ſtore Tranquillity in the North. With this View he again offers 
his Mediation, hoping the Czar will not be the only Prince in 
Europe that oppoſes ſo juſt and ſalutary a Deſign. It may be 
faid that nothing can be more ſuitable to his Intereſt, ſince this 
15 propoſed to be attained by procuring a Peace that will ſecure 
to him a conſiderable Part of his Conqueſts. His Majeſty hopes 
that ſo knowing a Prince as the Czar, will not only moderate 
his Pretenſions far the Advancement of the Peace in general, but 
will likewiſe diſtinguiſh, that it is more . his Prudence to 
ſecure to himſelf by good Treaties, and by the Conſent of other 
great Powers, ſuch conſiderable Tracts of Land, the Ceſſion of 
which it is hoped may be procured from the Crown of Sweden, 
than to expoſe the Fruits of all his happy Succeſs to the Events 
of a War in which he will ſtand alone, Sweden neither ought 
nor can yield up Reve/ to him; but though the Czar ſhould re- 
ſtore that Place, he would ſtill remain poſſeſſed of other Ports, 
and of a vaſt Extent of Territory along the Coaſts of the Bal- 
tick Sea, | 0 

Tus King's Complaiſance in being ſtill willing to mediate a 
Treaty that ſhould procure ſuch Advantages to the Czar, is an 
undeniable Proof af his Majeſty's Inclination to live well with 
him; and if any thing can ſeem blame-worthy in this Conduct, 
it is, in many People's Opinion, the carrying Complaiſance too 
tar. If the Czar, after ſuch Offers, perſiſts in his Refuſal ” re- 
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ſtore Reuel, he will only alarm thereby all the other Powers, and 
unite moſt of them in Oppoſition to himſelf. 

Ius King's ſincere Deſire to ſee a General Peace eſtabliſhed; 
and his Earneſtneſs to renew for that End his former Union with 
the Czar, induce his Majeſty upon this Occaſion to offer him 
friendly Advice, and to exhort him to give a ſerious Attention. 
to it. f 

- Ir unhappily, and contrary to all Expectation, theſe Advances 
and Intentions of his Majeſty ſhould, through the Czar's 
Refuſal, be ineffectual; and that the King, by virtue of his 
Engagements with Sweden (which he is reſolved to ſtand by) 
ſhould find himſelf obliged to enter upon Meaſures diſagreeable 
to the Czar, he will ſatisfy himſelf with having omitted no- 
thing on his Part that might prevent the grievous Conſequences 


which may enſue. Done at M biteball the 11th of February, 
1719-20. $0 


STANHOPE. 


His MaJesTY's Anſwer, as ELECTOR, tothe Memo- 


rial preſented to the Czar's Reſident, the 14th of 
December, 1719. 


IS Majeſty has ordered Anſwer to be returned to the Me- 

morial preſented by the Reſident Meſſeloſałki, as far as 
that Memorial concerns him in the _— of Elector, That 
he was very much ſurprized to ſee the Reproaches contained in 
it, becauſe he has not deſerved them from his Czariſh Majeſty, 
whoſe Friendſhip he has always cultivated very carefully, as well 
before as ſince his Acceſſion to the Crown. 

Ir is not his Majeſty who has deviated from the Treaty of 
1715; on the contrary it is his Czariſh Majeſty who has depart- 
ed from it, ſeeing nothing could be more againſt it, than his 
coming to eſtabliſh himſelf in the Empire with an Army, and 
to poſſeſs himſelf of Provinces contiguous to his __— Do- 
minions in Germany. It may be remembered, that his — 
obſerving the Raſſian Troops in Mecklenburg, a Magazine form- 
ed at Rofock for their Subſiſtance, and the Country ruined by 
their Exactions, diſcharged towards his Czariſh Majeſty the Office 
of a Friend and an Ally, by cauſing to be repreſented to him 
the Prejudice he was doing himfelf by ſuch a Proceeding, and 
the Danger he was in of drawing upon himſelf the Head and 
the Members of the Empire. 

Tuosz who confider the Rank which his Majeſty holds, as 
well in the Empire as in the Circle, and the Intereſt he had in 
the Tranquillity of his Neighbourhood, will doubtleſs judge, that 
ſuch Inftances were not only founded in Juſtice and Ry = 

| likewiſe 
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likewiſe that his Majeſty could not avoid making them, and that 
he was obliged to it by all manner of Reaſons. Accordingly it 
was much wondered they did not produce any Effect, and that 
the Czar's Miniſters ſhould ſeek only to gain Time, and to amuſe 
the World with illuſory Promiſes of the March of their Ma- 
ſter's Troops, without ever fixing a Term for that March. It 
even appeared plainly, that thoſe Inſtances of the King, gave 
Riſe to that Animoſity of the Czar againſt his Majeſty, which 
has ſince broke out on ſo many Occaſions, One Effect of it was 
the Interview which the Czar and his Miniſters had at Loo with 
Baron Gretz, who had been newly diſmiſſed from his Confine- 
ment at Arnberm ; ſeeing that Baron was then intruſted to brin 
about a ſeparate Peace between the Czar and the King of Sweden. 
His Czariſh Majeſty did not only not communicate that Inter- 
view at all to the King, but when the Reſident Veber ſpoke of 
it a little after to his Miniſters at -Pezersbeurg, they thought fir 
to deny it. And yet it was that Interview which gave Birth"to 
the Congreſs at Aland, which was formed without his Majeſty's 
Knowledge, inſomuch that, when M. O/erman ſet qut to go 
thither in the Month of Fanuary 1118, he denied the Marter 
with Oaths to the Reſident Weber, and aſſured him he was going 
ro Moſcow, where his Czariſh Majeſty then was. The Czar 
would never admit his Majeſty's Miniiter to the Conferences at 
Aland, nor impart to him what was treating there; nor will this 
be wonder'd at, if it be conſider'd that his Czariſh Majeſty was 
framing Plans there, the Drift of which was no lefs than to unite 
his Forces with thoſe of the King of Sweden, for carrying the 
War into his Majeſty's Dominions in Germany, and for invadin 
Scotland after the Conqueſt of Norway. It was the Interview at 
Loo, and ſeveral other ſuſpicious Proceedings of the Czar, that 
induced his Majeſty to ſend into Sweden the Counſellor Schrader, 
to endeavour to diſcover whether there was any Ground for the 
Rumours which were ſpread of a ſeparate Peace ready to be con- 
cluded between his Czariſh Majeſty and Sweden, It is affirmed 
in the Memorial, that thoſe ſecret Negotiations of his Majefty, 
determined the Czar to form the Congreſs at Aland; whereas it 
is publickly well known, that the Czar's two Plenipotentiaries 
ſet out from Petersbourg in the Middle of the Month of January 
1918, and Counſellor 3 did not begin his Journey till the 
Month of March the ſame Year. His Stay at Landen in Schonen 
was but for three Weeks, and he did not ſee the King of Swe- 
den, who was then at Stromſtat. The Death of that King 
happening at the End of the Year 1718, his Czariſn Majeſty 
took thereupon a Reſolution to make the utmoſt Efforts to op: 
preſs Sweden, and force it to accept the Conditions which he 
ſhould pleaſe to preſcribe. No Man is ignorant of the Ravages 
and Burnings which he cauſed to be made for gainzng Ke. 
, 4 
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He ſent M. Oſterman to Stockbolm, inſtructed to propoſe exor- 
bicant Terms: But if his Czariſh Majeſty did then employ both 


Force and Negotiation, it was only for procuring his own ſepa- 
rate Peace. His Britannick Majeſty's Intereſts were no Part of 


the Queſtion ; on the contrary, the Buſineſs in Hand was, after 


the Concluſion of the Czar's Peace with Sweden, to take Mea- 
ſures with that Crown for coming into the Empire with united 
Forces, and recovering for the Swedes what they had loſt there. 

Ix this Situation, or to ſpeak more properly, in this Extremi- 
ty, his Britannick Majeſty chought it Time at laſt to look to 
himſelf, and hinder the Ruin of a Proteſtant Kingdom, in unit- 
ing with it by Alliances. But this was done without proceeding 
to any Hoſtilities againſt his Czariſh Majeſty. On the contrary, 
the King offered him his Mediation, which he had the more Right 
to do, becauſe Great Britain was never engaged in the War of 
the North, and becayſe this Mediation had been accepted by the 
Queen of Sweden. | 7 

Ir is manifeſt therefore, that if the King has prevented the 
Czar, by his Treaty with Sweden; he was authorized, not to 
ſay ferced to do it, by the many Proceedings of that Prince, 
who had for ſo long a Time been treating of Peace, in Exclu- 
ſion of his Majeſty, in a publick Congreſs fornied without his 
Conſent, and who was on the Point of putting Sweden under the 
Yoke. His Majeſty's Brztz/6 Miniſters will take Care to ſet 
forth, in the Anſwer which they will deliver to the Reſident, 
his Majeſty's juſt Cauſes of Complaint, in the Quality of King 
of Great Britain. | 

Ix the mean Time, it depends wholly on the Czar to re-eſta- 
bliſh intirely Friendſhip and good Intelligence, and to let the 
Troubles of the North ceaſe, by making Uſe of a Mediation, 
which has no other Aim than to put an End to them, and in 
their Room to ſettle Peace and Tranquillity. Done at St. Fames's 
the 21ſt of Fanuary, 1720. 


LETTER from a Gentleman at London to a Friend 
in Holland, upon the Memorial preſented to his 
Britannick Majeſty, by the Reſident of his Czariſh 
Majeſty, on the 14th of December 1719. 


SIX, | | 
Received the Memorial of the Czar's Reſident, which you 
ſent me, and which 15 printed in your News-Papers in Hol- 
land. It ſeeming to me by your Letrrer, that this Memorial has 
made an Impreſſion on fome People's Minds, and it being indeed 
written with a great deal of Artitice, 1 thought, that beſides the 
Anſwers deliver'd to the ſaid Reſident by his Britannzck —_— 
| ini- 
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Miniſters, (of which T do not doubt Copies have been ſent to 
you) you would be glad to find in this Letter ſeveral Particulars, 
of which I am perfectly well informed the Diſcuſſion of which 
is of ſo great Length, that it could not well be brought into the 
Anſwers of his Britannick Majeſty's Miniſters. 
Ix the Author of the Memorial lays with ſo much Affectation 
ſuch Streſs on the Care which he pretends his Czariſh Majeſty has 
taken to maintain a good Union with the King, I will make out 
to you, that his Majeſty cannot be charged with having on his 
Side neglected any thing for ſtrengthening that Union, and that he 
has been far from being the firſt to break it. It would be ſuper- 
fluous to relate here all that his Majeſty did to gain and preſerve 
the Czar's Friendſhip before his coming to the Crown of Great 
Britain: Aﬀter his Acceſſion, he found new Motives for cultiva- 
ting this Friendſhip, being defirous to make Commerce between 
the two Nations flouriſh, and he redoubled his Cares for tying 
ſtill faſter the Bands of Union already eſtabliſhed, which was fur- 
ther ws by a Treaty in the Year 1415. Yet from the 
Beginning of 1916, there was Reaſon to ſuſpect the Czar of 
Views highly prejudicial to the Empire, on Occaſion of his En- 
gagements with the Duke of Mecklenburg, who had married one 
of his Nieces: For it plainly appeared, that his Czariſh Majeſty, 
in Concert with that Duke, had framed a Deſign to ſeize on 
W:ſmar, and to harbour his Ships in that Port. The Northern 
Allies had blocked up that Place; the Czar had then but three 
Regiments in Mecklenburg, and as they would not have been 
ſufficient for an Enterprize of ſuch Importance, he cauſed a 
very ſtrong Body of Forces to advance with incredible Diligence, 
his Heart being ſet upon poſſeſſing himſelf of Miſinar; but thoſe 
'Troops came too late, and found that Place in the Hands of the 
Allies, to whom it ſurrendered in April 1116. The Duke of 
Mecklenburg indeed, ſeeing the Place could hold out no longer, 
had cauſed the ſaid three Ruſton Regiments to approach it, and 
endeavoured, by offering a great Sum of Money, to get that 
Place delivered into their Hands; but his Attempts failing, and 
the whole Ruffian Army arriving ſoon after in the Duke's Ter- 
ritories, it was then propoſed to make a Deſcent on Schonen; and 
aſter having concerted that Project with his Da niſb Majeſty, the 
Czar, at the Head of his Army, paſſed over in the Month of 
Faly to Copenhagen, from whence the Deſcent was to be made. 
All Things were ready for that Enterprize; the Dani/h and Ruſ- 
ſian Fleers had joined ; the Britiſb Fleets had no Orders to do 
any thing againtt the Czar ; the Daniſh Army was ready to em- 
bark ; the neceſſary Tranſports and Stores were provided ; and, 
conſidering the great Superiority by Sea and Land, there was 
good Ground to hope that the Succeſs of this Enterprize, which 
was looked upon as almoſt infallible, would oblige the King of 
E 


weden 


100 
Sueden to yield to a reaſonable Peace; when, all on a ſudden, the 
Czar declared he would not run the Hazard of Landing, and his 
Miniſters alledged ſuch weak and frivolous Reaſons, that it then 
appeared his Czariſh Majeſty had not come into Zealand with a 
Reſolution to make that Deſcent, and even that he never had 
it in his Intention; and indeed People afterwards became ſen- 
ſible in a manner that left no Room for Doubt, that the Czar 
had left his Dominions with quite another View than that of 
making a Landing in Schonen, that Project being nothing but 2 
Pretence to cover Deſigns of a quite different Nature. The 
Czar, by his Conduct, gave juſt Grounds even to ſuſpect that 
his Scheme was to ſeize Copenhagen and the Sound, and after- 
wards to tranſport his Army again into Germany, to put Affairs 
there in a Poſture conformable to his own Views, * 

Mos certain it is, that ſuch was the Behaviour of the RA 
ans, when they declared in the Month of September 1116, that 
they would not make the Deſcent, that the Court of Denmark 
was extremely alarmed at it, and took ſuch Precautions for the 
Security of Copenhagen, as would have baffled the Project of ſeiz- 
ing that Place, if the Ruſfians had attempted it. It was on this 
Account that his Danijh Majeſty cauſed his Cavalry to decamp 
from the Ground where the Ryſians had formed their Incamp- 


ment on their landing, and to poſt themſelves in another Camp, 
ſo that the Town lay between both. 


Ar that Seaſon of the Year the Czar might have returned by 
Sea with all his Forces to his Dominions, had he been minded to 
fail when he declared he had laid aſide the Deſcent on Schonen ; 
but as the Deſign of that Prince was to winter his Troops in 
Germany (as the Event ſhewed ſoon after) his Miniſters ſeeking 
only to ſpin out Time till the latter part of the Seaſon, amufed 
the other Miniſters at Copenhagen for two Months, with ftivo- 
lous Projects for the Operations of the enſuing Campaign: And 
it was not till the 22d of Ofober that his Czariſh Majeſty cauſed 
a Memorial to be delivered to Admiral Norris, importing, that if 
the King would engage to ſend a Squadron into the Baltick in 
the Month of May or Fune 1117, with Orders to cover the De- 
ſcent, which in that Cale the Czar promiſed to make in Sweden 
on the Side of Fi and, his Czariſh Majeſty would engage on his 
part to withdraw his Forces out of the Empire, thoſe however 
excepted who were on board the Gallies, which could not poſlibly 
ſai] beſore the Spring. 

Tue Czar allo endeavoured at that Time to perſwade his Da- 
niſb Majeſty to Keep 15 or 20 Ryan Batallions and 1000 Horle, 
and to let the Ruftan Fleet winter in the Port of Copenhagen : 
But thoſe Offers being too ſuſpicious to be accepted, his Czariſh 
Majeſty at length proceeded to execute his true Deſign, and in the 
End of October landed with all his Forces in Mecklenburg, where 


he 
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he ſtrengthened himſelf in ſuch a Manner, by raifing exceſſive 
Contributions on the Nobility, and by erecting Magazines at Ro- 
ock, that there was no longer room to doubt he would puſh on 
his Projects in the Empire, and form very dangerous Engage- 
ments: Not contenting himſelf with openly ſupporting the Duke 


of Mecklenburg in the vnjuit Oppreſſion of his Nobility, he even 
made Propoſals to that Duke for yielding to him Mecklenburg, in 
_— for an Equivalent that he would give him in Zzvonra. 
HE 
Country where they found themſelves ſo much at Eaſe. One 
while the advanced Seafon would not permit their Gallies to put 
to Sea: Another Time Proviſions were wanting for ſubſiſting the 
Forces in their Paſſage: Sometimes the Tranſports were not in a 
Condition for a longer Voyage: And ſometimes the Swediſb Fleet 
was come out from Carlſeroon, and was cruizing in the BaYtick, 
in'the mean while Endeavours were uſed to form Engage- 
ments in the Empire, and particularly with the King of Pruſſi a, 
with whom his Grariſh Majeſty had an Interview at Havelsberg 
the End of November, without communicating any thing to the 
King about the Subject of that Conference, though it was held 
in the Neighbourhood of Gobre, where his Majeſty was then. 
His Majeſty ſeeing Things were come to this Paſs, was wil- 
ling to employ with the Czar the Office of a Friend and Ally, in 
cauſing Repreſentations to be made to him in the moſt obliging 
Manner, of the Miſchief he was doing himſelf by ſuch Proceed- 
ings, Upon this the Czar ſent M. To/toy to Hanover (whither 
His Majeſty was returned the zoth of November) to give Hopes 
in general Terms, that the Ryfian Forces ſhould evacuate the 
Empire. But when it was propoſed to fix a Term for the March 
of thoſe Forces, M. To//ftoy would never conſent to it. His Ma- 


jeſty's Miniſters kept to the ſame Point, the End of Fanuary at 


the Hague, in their Way to attend the King to England ; M. Tol- 
ftoy, who had followed, was ſeconded by Prince Kourakin, and 
gave new Hopes of the ſpeedy March of their Maſter's Forces: 
But all came to nothing, becauſe the ſaid Gentlemen refuſed to 
fix a Term for that March; and it was plainly ſeen by all thoſe 
Proceedings, that their only Deſign was to gain Time, and to 
amuſe People with general and illutory Promiſes of withdrawing 
the iaid Forces, which the Czar was far from really intending. 
Tux King arrived at London the zoth of Fanuary 1117, and 
the Czar's Reſident, M. Weſſelofskr, having complained by a 
Memorial in April, that his Majeſty had addrefled himſelf to the 
Emperor, and the King of Denmark, to deſire them to preſs the 
Czar on their Part, to evacuate Mecklenburg ; the King cauſed 
a Reſolution in Writing to be delivered to the faid Reſident, 
importing, That His Majeſty having very much at Heart the 
maintaining a perfect Intelligence with the Czar; and ſeeing that 
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uſſians were never without Pretexts for wintering in a 
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nothing tended more to break it, than the Stay of the Raffi an 
Forces in the Empire ; he had made the moſt earneſt Inſtances 
to his Czariſh Majeſty to withdraw them from thence, being 
thereto obliged, as a Friend and Ally of the Czar, as a Neigh- 
bour to the Country of Mecklenburg, and as Director of the Gir- 
cle of the Lower Saxony; and woes, fe with Regret, that his 


Inſtances had been of no Effect, his Majeſty had cauſed the Em- 
peror and.the King of Denmark to be moved to concur with him ; 
finding himſelf obliged to take this Step, by his Engagements 
with his Imperial Majeſty, by the Rank he held, as well in the 
Empire, as in the Circle, and by the great Intereſt he could not 
but have in the Tranquillity and Quiet of his Neighbourhood. 
It was added, That His Majeſty was no leſs moved to this, by the 
Conſideration of the Prejudice which the Stay of the Raff ah 
Forces in Germany, would infallibly bring upon the Czar, ſeeing 
he was in Danger of drawing upon himſelf the Head and the 
Members of the Empire. To conclude, It was ſet forth how 
necefſary it was to remove an Obſtruction which deſtroyed all 
Confidence, and conſequently all Concert and Harmony between 
the Northern Allies; and which deprived them of all Hopes of 
being able to act againſt his Swediſh Majeſty, in a manner ſuffi- 
cient to oblige him to accept reaſonable Conditions of Peace. 

Ir muſt be owned, that the Czar's Miniſters, on their Part, 
continued to propoſe the forming of a Plan of Operations, for 
ſupporting the Czar in the Deſcent, which they ſaid he would 
make in 2 in the Heart of Sweden, on the Side of Finland: 
But this Project could no longer be looked upon as ſeriouſly in- 
tended, becauſe it was abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Stay of the 
Ruſſi ans in Mecklenburg, where the Flower of the Czar's Troops 
were, and, among others, his Regiment of Life Guards, without 
which he never hazarded his own Perſon in any Expedition. 

THz Czar's Miniſters alledged, that their Maſter ought not to 
evacuate Mecklenburg without having procured Satisfaction to 
the Duke-upon his Differences with his Nobility; but as the 
Ruffian Forces had no manner of Right to ſettle in that Dutchy, 
much leſs to live there at Diſcretion, how could his Czariſh Ma- 
jeſty pretend to annex to the withdrawing of his Forces, a Con- 
dition which implied no leſs than the overthrowing of the Con- 
ſtitution of the Empire, and the hindering of the free Courſe 
of Juſtice, by taking from the proper and competent Judges the 
Deciſion of the Differences in Queſtion ? 

T x15 true and faithful Narration, Sir, ſufficiently ſhews you 
the juſt Reaſons of Complaint His Majeſty had in the Quality of 
a Member of the Empire; and it is to be obſerved, that it was 
only in that Quality His Majeſty was in Alliance with the Czar, 
and in War with Sweden ; which ſerves to refute the perpetual 
Sophiſtry that runs through the Memorial, where, almoſt in eve- 
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ry Page, the Engagements of His Majeſty, as King, are con- 
ounded with thoſe which did not bind him otherwiſe than in 
the Quality of Elector. | 

Ir is certain that His Majeſty, who could not join in the Plans 
of Operations propoſed by the Czar, but in the latter Quality, 
had good Grounds for refuſing his Conſent, unleſs the Ruſfan 
Forces were firſt withdrawn out of Mecklenburg, where they 
gave the whole Empire juſt Cauſe of Jealouſy, and where they 
were out of the way of being employed in the Deſcent propo- 
ſed. But the Czar was ſo far from conſenting to their marchin 
out, that he continued to render that pretended Project of a Deſ- 
cent altogether impracticable, by inſiſting not only on a Briti/6 
Squadron to aſſiſt in it, but alſo by demanding that this Squa- 
dron ſhould be under the Orders of the Raſſi an Admiral, which 
was throwing the mot inſuperable and odious Obſtruction in the 
Way of that Project. 

MEANWHILE, as the King's Inſtances for evacuating Meełlen- 
burg, however juſt in themſelves. and conformable to the Czar's 
true Intereſt, claſhed with that Prince's favourite Project of eſta- 
bliſhing himſelf in Germany at any Rate, they were taken in 
very ill Part; fo that they may be looked upon as conſtitutin 
the Epocha of that Animoſity which appeared afterwards alk 
His Majeſty on all Occaſions, as will be ſeen by the Sequel of 
this Narration. 

Tus Czar thought ſo little of going to Peteriburg, (as would 
have been neceſſary in order to make Preparations there for ſo 
conſiderable a Deſcent, had that really been his Project,) that he 
had abſolutely reſolved to go to Amſterdam and pals the Winter 
there, and part of the Summer at Paris, with Views quite diffe- 
rent from what was then pretended. Accordingly he arrived at 
Amſterdam on the 11th of December 1116, having taken his 
Way through the Country of Bremen, to avoid paſſing by Hano- 
wer, or through its Neighbourhood, 

Tux breaking out of Count — Affair about that Time, 
upon the ſeizing of that Count at London, and of Baron Gorta at 
Arnheim, and the printing of their Letters, gave the Publick the 
firſt Notion of the new Views of his Czariſh Majeſty, which 
were turned to a Negotiation of a ſeparate Peace with Sueden, 
by the Intervention of Baron Gortz, and upon Engagements 
with the Pretender, by means of a Scotchman, the Czar's Phyſi- 
cian, named Erskine, a Relation of Lord Mar. 

Divers Particulars relating to theſe two Points are to be found 
in the Letters of Gortz and Gyllenburg, who were at the Source 
of thoſe Intrigues, and whoſe Teſtimony could not be ſuſpected; 
however, the whole was diſowned by the Czar and his Miniſters, 
it being not yet time to let thoſe Myſteries take Vent. 
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Tux Pretender's Emiſſaries did not neglect the Opportunity of 


the Czar's ſtaying in Holland, from the th of December 1716, 
till the Beginning of April 1917, when his Czariſh Majeſty ſet 


out for the Netherlands and France. Mr. I, an Engliſh 
Papift, having the Pretender's Credentials, and Sir Hugo Paterſon, 
Lord Mar's Brother-in-Law, found free Acceſs to the Phyſician 
Erskine, and concerted with him divers Projects in Favour of their 
Maſter, and even Lord Mar's Journey to Liege, which however 
he could not perform before the Month of Auguſt the fame Pear. 
The ſaid Emiſſaries eftabliſhed a Correſpondence between the 
Rulſi an Court and the Suediſb Reſident at the Hague ; and the 
Overtures made by Baron Gortæ before he was ſeized, were pur- 
ſued, during his Confinement, with the ſame Vigour as they 
could have been by himſelf, had he been at full Liberty, 

Turz Czar, full of theſe new Schemes, arrived at Paris the 5th 
of May: It is well known what Propoſals he made to the Court 
of France, offering to pour a numerous Army into the Heart of 
the Empire, to be at the Diſpoſition of that Crown, provided 
they paid him the large Subſidies which he demanded ; but thoſe 
Offers were rejected, as inconſiſtent with the Engagements France 
was under by the defenſive Alliance ſigned at the Hague the 4th 
of Fanaary 17117, with His Britannick Majeſty and the States 
General. 

Tux Czar returned from Paris to Amſterdam on the 2d of 
Auguſt ; Baron Gortz had been ſet at Liberty the Evening be- 
fore, and having had ſeveral Conferences with the Swediſb Reſi- 
dent at Zutpben, he had an Interview with his Czariſh Majeſty 
and his Miniſters at Loo, the End of Augiſt; and have taken 
upon himſelf to adjuſt all the Differences between the King of 
Sweden and the Czar, within three Months after his Arrival in 
Sweden, he ſet out thither by the Way of Revel, furniſhed with 
a Paſsport from his Czariſh Majeſty, who on his Side engaged 
abſolutely to ſuſpend all Operations againſt his Swedz/b Majeſty 
till the End of the ſaid three Months. | 

So far was the Czar from acquainting the King with this In- 
ter view at Lo, and what had been treated there, that, on the con- 
trary, he took the utmoſt Cate to conceal it; and when His Ma- 
jeſt y's Reſident at Petersburg afterwards reproached the Czar's 
Miniſters with it, they made no Scruple flatly to deny that there 
was ever any ſuch Interview. 1 

Tu Czar having, during his Stay at Paris, concluded a T rea- 
ty of Friendſhip with France, in which his Pruſſian Majeſty was 


al ſo included, was preſſingly exhorted by the Regent to withdraw 


his Forces from Mecklenburg, and he promiſed it. The King, 
who would not loſe any Opportunity of renewing good Intelli- 
gence with the Czar, knowing the ſaid Prince would, an his Re- 
turn from Paris, pals in Auguſt by Amſterdam, ſent to him Ad- 
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miral Norris and Mr. Whitworth, with Orders to thank him for 
having thus declared himſelf at Paris, about the withdrawing of 
his Forces out of the Empire; and to aſſure him, that it would 
be Matter of great Satisfaction to his Majeſty, to live with him 
in the ſame Friendſhip and Union as betore, and to reſume the 
Negotiation of a Treaty of Commerce, which, on his Side, he 
would facilitate with all poſiible Readineſs. | 
Bur the Czar having again inſiſted on a Fritiſt Squadron of 
15 Men of War to act againſt Sweden, under the Orders of the 
Ruyffian Admirals; this Step of His Majeſty had no better Effect 
than any other befcre. | 

Ar the End of the Month of Fuly 1910, the Ruſſi an Forces 
marched out of Mecklenburg, except 30co Men left there in the 
Duke's Service, who laid all the Burthen of their Subſiſtance on 
his Nobility. | 

Tuovon the Ryffian Court took Care to cry up the with- 
drawing of their Forces as a meritorious Act, in ſeveral Places 
and even with the King and the Regent of France; yet the tr - 
Motive of it became publick,«by the Memorial which his Carith 
Majeſty's Vice-Chancellor drew up, to advile him to take other 
Mealures than for the time paſt. | 
„I that Memorial he repreſented to the Czar, that if he 
made a Peace with Sweden in Conjunction with his Allies 
the Complaiſance he would be obliged to ſhew them, would 
make him loſe Part of the Conqueits he had made, becauſe 
his Swedr/þ Majeſty in this Caſe making conſiderable Ceſſions 
to the Kings of Great Britain, Denmark, and Praſſia, would 
: thereby find it neceflary to ſtand upon higher Terms with the 

Czar. 
Tur the mediating Powers would always be more favour- 
© ably inclined to the other Northern Allies, than to his Czariſh 
Majeſty. 
That therefore the only Way for him to take, was to over- 
power the King of Sweden, by tranſporting all his Forces into 
his Kingdom, and thereby force him to accept ſuch Conditions 
as he would preſcribe him: And the Czar having fo juſt Rea- 
ſons of Complaint againſt his Allies, would be very much in 
the Right to make thus his own ſeparate Peace without any 
% Mediator. 5 7 
© Tar Memorial afterwards ſets ſorth the pretended Offences 
given to the Czar by their Britannick, Daniſh and Praſſian Ma- 
jeſties; and added as to Poland, that whereas that King never 
was admitted to any Share in the Conqueſts, neither ought he 
to come in for any Thing at the Concluſion of the Peace. 
„Tun Memorial further ſhews, how eaſily the Czar might 
tranſport 80,000 Men into Sweden, by a very ſhort: Paſſage ; 
«+ which Effort would the ſooner oblige the King of Sueden to 
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accept the Conditions impoſed by the Conqueror, becauſe he 
** would thereby find Means to retake from the other Northern 
“Allies, what they had taken from him.” 

Tux Czar left Holland with a Reſolution to employ his whole 
Thoughts on the Execution of this Project, in cafe Baron Grotz 
ſhould not be able by his Perſuaſions to bring the King of Swe- 
den to the Point his Czariſh Majeſty deſired. And it was on 
Account of this great Deſign that he withdrew his Forces out of 
Germany, to have them near at Hand againſt Sweden, in order 
w terrify the Swedes, and to facilitate the Negotiation of Baron 
vor tz. 

Tux Czar having left Anſterdam on the 2d of September, 
went by Cleves and Merel to Berlin, from whence he ſet out 
the 22d of the ſame Month for Dantsick, and from thence the 
2d of October for Petersbourg, where he arrived the 21ſt of Ne- 
vember. 

M. Weber, his Majeſty's Reſident at Petersburg, who, during 
the Czar's Abſence, had left that Place and returned to Hanover, 


was then ſent back to his Poſt, and arrived at Petersburg the th 


of December 1917, with Orders to thank the Czar for the obli- 
ging Letters he had written from Amſterdam to his Majeſt Pl 
Admiral Norris, and to aſſure him of the King's good Diſpoſi- 
tions for maintaining with him the ſame Union and Friendſhip as 
formerly. He diſcharged this Commiſſion ts the Czar's Mini- 
ſters, and at the ſame Time gave them to underſtand how uneaſy 
his Majeſty was at the Interview the Czar had had at Loo with 
Baron Gortz, and at the Appearances there were that his Czariſh 
Majeſty had employed that Baron to endeavour to procure a 
ſeparate Peace with his Sweds/& Majeſty. 

Tax Czar's Miniſters boldly denied that there had been an 
Interview at Loo, (though a little Time after they were obliged to 
own it.) They put on a Face of extreme Surprize at the mention 


of a Negotiation for a ſeparate Peace with Sweden; they diſown- 


ed it with Oaths, and wondered that the Britiſb Court could have 
given any Credit to ſuch Advices. | 

Tur late Duke of Ormond was then lurking at Mittau by the 
Czar's Connivance. His Deſign was not only to negociate the 
Pretender's Marriage with a Niece of that Prince, but alſo to go 
over to Sweden to perſuade his Swedi/bþ Majeſty to make Peace 
with the Czar, and to turn all his Thoughts upon ſetting the 
Pretender on the Throne of Great Britain. 

Taar Duke ſent Mr. F , (of whom mention has al- 
ready been made) to Sweden, to obtain Leave from his Swediſt 
Majeſty for himſelf to go thither in the Quality of the Pretender's 
Miniſter. „ had Orders to apply to Baron Gortæ, 
which he did accordingly ; but the Anſwer he brought to the 
Duke was, that the King of Sweden had great Reaſons for 5 
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admitting him: After which, theCzar likewiſe, on his Part, refu- 
ſed to admit the Duke at Petershourg, where the Preſence of a 
Perſon fo well known would have too much laid open his fa- 
vourable Intentions for the Pretender, which it was not yet Time 
to diſcloſe, It was therefore judged more proper to ſend the 
Duke away from Mittau, and to treat ſecretly at Peterabour 
with Mr, 7.—, a Perſon who had Credentials from the Pre- 
tender, and who had a great Share in his Confidence. It is pro- 
per to obſerve here, that the King of Sweden, by refuſing Admit- 
tance to the late Duke of Ormondand the other Facobrtes, ſhew- 
ed more Regard for his Britannick Majeſty, though he was his 
Enemy in the Quality of Elector, than the Czar did, though he 
was in Alliance with him. 

Is the mean Time all Things were under-hand preparing for 
forming a Congreſs ; and the Great Maſter of the Ordnance, 
Bruce, and Counſellor Ofterman, were ſeen all on a ſudden ſet- 
ting out from Petersbourg, the firſt on the 14th, and the other 
on the 19th of Faenuary 1918. The former made no Myſtery 
of his going to Finland, but he gave out he went to view the 
Artillery, the Places, and Magazines, and to prepare all Things 
for a vigorous Campaign againſt Sweden, But M. Oſterman, who 
had no ſuch Pretences to alledge, was very much at a Loſs what 
toſay. He had all along affected to treat the Reſident Weber 
as a Friend, and even as a Confident, The ſaid Reſident, who 
had Intelligence of the true Occaſion of his Journey, talked to 
him upon it in ſtrong Terms, and repreſented to him how great 
Reaſon his Britannick Majeſty would have to take it ill, that 
the Deſign of negotiating a Peace with Sweden ſhould be made 
a Myſtery of to him, at a Time when Plenipotentiaries were 
actually fertivg out for that End; defiring him to reflect on the 
diſagreeable Effects which a Proceeding ſo contrary to the Friend- 
ſhip and Alliance eſtabliſhed between their Maſters muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity produce. M. Oſterman, with moſt horrid Oaths, ſwore 
there was no ſuch Thing on Foot, and that the Czar was far from 
ſuch Thoughts ; adding, that as for himſelf, he was going to the 
Czar, who was then at Moſcow, being obliged, as he ſaid, to 
carry ſome Papers of Importance to the Vice-Chancellor Schafi. 
roff: Yet he ſet out a tew Hours after for Alo, making great 
Haſte aſter Mr. Bruce, in order to open the Conferences with the 
Plenipotentiaries of his Swediſh Majeſty, This was done upon 
Baron Gortæ's Letters of Invitation, who promiſed to repair 
without Delay to the Congreſs, But after having made thoſe 
two Gentlemen wait at Abo in vain for above two Months, he 
propoſed, by Letters, the Iſle of Aland, and to have conve- 
nieut Houſes built there for their Aſſembling; which the RA 
ſian Court, though very much 3 at all thoſe Delays, agreed 
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to; fo apprehenſive were they of ſeeing that Negociation miſ- 
carry. 

Tus Czar returned from Moſcow to Peter sbourg on the 2d of 
April ; and notwithſtanding his extreme Impatience to hear 

Baron Gortz's Arrival at Aland, that Baron did not arrive 
there till the 15th of May; Count Gyllenburg having come 
thither ſome Days before. Hence it is eaſy to judge of the So- 
lidity of the Pretext alledged at that Time by the Czar's Mini- 
ſters for juſtifying thoſe Conferences, viz. that their Maſter 
could not help hearkening to the Propoſitions the King of Swe- 
den was willing to make to him; it being very unlikely, had his 
SwedijÞ Majeſty been willing to make the firſt Advances and 
Overtures, that he would have thus wearied out the Patience of 
the > Plenipotentiaries, by making them wait four Months 
at Abo. 

Art theſe Intrigues of the Ruſfan Court, and particularly 
the Interview at Loo with Baron Gortz, obliged his Majeſty to 
fend the Counſellor Schrader to Sweden in the Month of March 
1718, to learn the State of Affairs there, and to inform himſelf 
of his Swediſh Majeſty's Diſpoſitions, and what Grounds there 
were for the Rumours which were ſpread of a ſeparate Peace 
being near concluded between Sweden and his Czarifh Majeſty, 
The faid Counſellor repaired to Lunden in Schonen, and after 
about three Weeks Stay returned to Exgland, without having ſeen 
the King of Sweden, who was then at Srromfat. The Author 
of the Memorial affirms, that this Journey of M. Schrader de- 
termined the Czar to form the Congreſs of Aland: But he ought 
to have remembered, that the Czar's two Plenipotentiaries had 
ſet out from Petersbourg for Abo in the Middle of Fanuary the 
fame Year 1718. | 
In the mean time the Facobztes were not idle; The Phyfi- 
cian, Erikine, their great Patron, ſeconded by Sir Harry Stirling, 
his Relation, took the utmoſt Care to recommend their Intereſts 
to the Czar ; and Mr. F-——z, who arrived at Petersbourg the 
End of May, found Acceſs to the Czar's Miniſters, and delivered 
to the Vice-Chanſellor a Memorial, recommending to him the 
Pretender's Intereſts; laying Streſs upon the Care which he, 
er. had taken, when in Sweden, to incline his Suedißb 

ajeſty towards the Czar, and inſpire him with Sentiments of 
Peace; and defiring, that as ſoon as that Peace ſhould be con- 
cluded, the Czar would be pleaſed to aſſiſt the King of Sweden 
in attempting the projected Expedition to Scotland. 
has boaſted, that he had poiitive Aſſurances on the Czar's Parr, 
from his Miniſters, that he ſhould be very glad to do any Service 
for the Pretender; that M. Oſter man had Orders to declare to 
Baron Gorfz, that ſuch were the Intentions of his Czariſh Ma- 
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ieſty; and that he, the ſaid F———z, might thereu eor- 
2 with the ſaid Sp 5 

Tux fame F—— was even employed in negociating by 
Letters, with his good Friend, the Span;/b Embaſlador at the 
Hague, a Plan of an Alliance between the King of Spain, the 
King of Sweden, and the Czar, into which they hoped to en- 
gage alſo the King of Sardinia, by Means of the Facobites, 
whe were in Italy; and the frequent Interviews there were at 
that Time between the Czar's Miniſter at the Hague; and the 
Miniſter of the Catholick King, ſufficiently ſhewed, that the 
Ruſſian Court were very earneſt in puſhing on that Negociation: 
Accordingly, a little after it came to be known that the King 
of Spain was ſolicited on the Part of the Czar, to enter with 
him into an Offenſi ve Alliance againſt the King; and it appears 
now, by very freſh Information, that the ſame Offers were re- 
newed laſt Autumn ; and that the Czar then ſought the King of 
Spain's Friendſhip and Alliance, in Favour of the Pretender, 
againſt his Britaxnick Majeſty: And this not only by his Mini- 
ſters at Paris, and the Hague, but even at Madrid alſo, propo- 
ſing in particular the Invation of Scotland: And that the Affair 
would have been concluded, had it not been for the King of 
Spain, who, before putting the laſt Hand to 1t, was willing firſt 
to expect that the Czar had made Peace with the Queen of Swe- 
dep, and ſo might be in a Condition to make good the Engage- 
ments which he offered to enter into. 

Duzixs the Time that F———;'s Memorials were fo fa- 
vourably received, and that he had ſuch flattering Hopes given 
him, the Czar's Miniſters boldly denied to the Reſident Weber, 
that there was ſuch a Man at Petersbourg; and as they could not 
deny that Sir Harry Stirling was there, they aſſured the ſaid Re- 
{ident, that the Czar had ordered that Gentleman to depart his 
Dominions, which however was not done ; on the contrary, the 
Czar being gone to Revel at the End of Fuly, Sir Harry Stirling 
had Leave to follow him, and to take Care there of the Preten- 
der's Aﬀairs during F z's Abſence, who ſtayed behind at 
Petersburg. 

BA RO Gorts having left Count Gyllenburg at AMand, to con- 
tinue the Conferences, went to the King of Sweden to know his 
{aſt Intentions, He returned to Aland in the Month of Auguſt. 
The Czar was then with his Fleet at Hangoe, and had given 
Leave to Sir Harry Stirling likewiſe to be there, that he might 
the ſooner be acquainted with the Reſolutions which Baron Gortæ 
was to bring from the King of Sweden relating to the Pretender, 
The Czar's whole Campaign paſſed in perfect Inaction. He was 
unwilling to diſturb, by the leaſt Hoſtility, the pacifick Projects 
that were then on foot. 
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H1s Czariſh Majeſty went, with his Gallies and his Guards, 
from Hangoe to Abo, to be nearer to the Negociations, and to 
influence them the more. The Miniſters of the Northern Al- 
lies, who had followed the Czar to Revel, were obliged to re- 
main there. Only Baron Mardefeld, his Pruſſian Majeſty's En- 
voy, was permitted to go to Abo, All the Inſtances which the 
Miniſters of their Britannick, Dani/h, and Polijh Majeſties made 
for obtaining the ſame Permiſſion, were in vain, They were 
adviſed to return from Revel to Petersburg, to expect the Czar 
there; and they were never told any thing ot what was negociating 
at Aland, but in a dark and myſterious Manner. 

Tux Czar returned to Peter burg on the 14th of September, af- 
ter the moſt pacifick Campaign that ever was known. 

BARON Gortz, after his Return from the King of Sweden, 
had many and long Conferences at Aland, with the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of his Czariſh Majeſty, who was then at Abo, to give them 
his Directions. The Reſult was, that Baron Gortz ſhould return 
to Sweden a ſecond Time, to prevail with his Swediſb Majeſty to 
approve the Plan ſettled at Aland, and to bring back his Content. 
For this Purpoſe he ſet out from Aland the End of September. 

Tux Conferences were in the mean time continued with Count 
Gyllenburg for Form- ſake; and the Czar relied ſo much on the 
fair Promiſes which Baron Gortz had made him, that he had con- 
ſented to the Exchange of General Reenſchi/d, and had ſent him 
back to Sweden. 

Tus main Point which the Czar had in View, was to keep 
by a Peace, not only Ingria, and part of Carelia, but alſo Revs! 
with Eſtbomia, and Riga with Livonia. He deſigned to reſtore 
to Sweden only Finland and Carelia, that Part excepted which 
was to be diſmembered from the latter Province. 

Banovw Gortz, it ſeems, flattered the Czar with thoſe Hopes, 
and expected to perſuade the King of Sweden to conſent to thoſe 
Ceſſions, in Conſideration of the Succours by Sea and Land, 
which his Czariſh Majeſty was to furniſh to that King,as well for 
re-eſtabliſhing Svaiſlaus on the Throne of Poland, as for retaking 
from the Kings of Great Britain and Denmark what they had 
taken from the Crown of Sweden, As to the King of Pruſſia, 
he was to be included in the Treaty ; but the Czar, the better to 
make his own Terms, engaged to prevail with his Praſſi an Majeſt y 
to reſtore Stetix, with its Diſtrict, for an Equivalent to be given 
to him ſomewhere elſe. It will be eaſier to judge of all theſe 
Views, by reading the Plans concerted between Baron Gortæ and 
NI. Hſternan. I have thought proper to inſert them here, Word 
for Word, fo as they were found among the Papers of the ſaid 
Baron, after his tragical Death, | 
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PLAN concerted between Baron Gortz and M. Ofter- 
man, the Czar's ſecond Plenipotentiary, for Peace 
between that Prince and the King of Sweden. 


J. H E Car promi ſes and takes upon himſelf to ſee the 
Treaty of Alt Ranfat executed according to its lite- 
© ral Senſe, ſo that the Republick of Poland ſhall make no fur- 
ther Difficulty to acknowledge for the future Staniſlaus for 
their lawful King, and to receive him in that Quality. 
To this End the Czar ſhall ſend, next Spring, into Poland, an 
Army of 80,000 Men at leaſt, His Swed:z/þ Majeſty, to ſecond 
this Project, ſhall go over to Germany at the ſame Time with a 
numerous Army, which ſhall a& in Concert with that of the 
Czar in the ſame View ; and in caſe any Power ſhould concern 
itſelf with the Aﬀairs of Poland, and endeavour to hinder the 
re eſtabliſhing of the Peace of Alt Ranſtat, their Suediſb and 
Czariſh Majeſties engage not to lay down their Arms before 
King Stani/laus be actually replaced on the Throne of Poland: 
They engage to maintain him upon it with all their Forces, 
and to preſerve the Republick of Poland in the quiet and en- 
tire Liberty of chuſing their Kings. 
* Il. His Czariſh Majeſty offers his Mediation between his 
Swediſh Majeſty and the King of Pruſſia for re-eſtabliſhing 
good Intelligence between thoſe two Princes; in Conſequence 
whereof his ſaid Czariſh Majeſty will employ all Means for 
accommodating, in a friendly Manner, the Differences relating 
to Stetin and the Territories | m—y in Pomeranta, as allo re- 
lating to the demoliſhing of Wiſmar. But if the King of Pruſ- 
fia ſhould refuſe to give the King of Sueden reaſonable Satiſ- 
faction for Stetin and its Diſtrict, the two contracting Parties 
*© ſhall act in Concert to procure to the King of Pruſſia another 
* Equivalent to his Convenience, which ſhall coſt Sweden nothing. 
In Return, the King of Pruſſia ſhall be obliged to reſtore to 
the Crown of Sweden, Stetin, and that Part of Pomerania which 
did belong to it, to become Guarantee of the Treaty. to be 
made between that Crown and the Czar, and to conclude with 


them a defenſive Alliance, purſuant to the Plan formed on 
this Subject. 


* tual Satisfaction of the Parties, two Months after the Exchange 


2 of the Ratifications of the Treaty between Sweden and Muſ- 


covy. 


** HI. Tur Czar not only thinks it juſt, that for the conſide- 
rable Countries and Pravinces which the King of Sweden 
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„yields up to him, he ſhould have convenient Satisfaction and 
“an Equivalent elſewhere ; but he even obliges himſelf to pro- 
cure them to him; and in caſe the King of Sweden thinks an 
„ Equivalent on the Side of Norway convenient for him, the 
bs Czar * undertake, by Force of Arms, the Execution of this 

Project. 

= 1 the King of Sweden will paſs over into Germany with a 
* Body of 40000 Men, the Czar ſhall join to it 20 or 25000 Men 
* of the Army which he ſhall have in Poland; he ſhall maintain 
* them at his own Expence, and they ſhall a& under the King of 
* Sweden's Orders, for executing the Plan which he ſhall have 
** formed, If any other Powers ſhould pretend to oppoſe it, the 
* Czar engages to act againſt them with all his Forces; ſtipula- 
„ting however, that % Equivalent which the King of Swe- 
* den ſhall take from Denmark, ſhall not conſiſt of any Country 
© on this Side of the Beltick, 

„Tux Operations at Sea ſhall be made in concert between 
* the two contracting Powers, and the Czar promiſes to join all 
© his naval Forces with thoſe of Sweden. 

* IV. Tus Czar promiſes and engages to act with all his 
„Troops, to compel the King of England as Elector, not on! 
© to reſtore Bremen and Verden to the King of Sweden, but alſo 
to give him due Satisfaction for the Damages he has ſuſtained ; 
* and if it happens that the Crown of England ſhould oppoſe this, 
* the two contracting Powers promiſe to unite all their Forces 
* againſt it, and not to lay down their Arms till that Reſtitution 
* and Satisfaction be really obtained from Hanover, 

* Howeves, in caſe . King of Sweden ſhould chuſe, be- 
fore the Exchange of the Ratifications, to excuſe the Czar 
* from this Obligation; his Czariſh Majeſty promiſes and takes 
upon himſelf, to diſpoſe the Duke of Mecklenburg to yield up 
* voluntarily, and for ever, to the King and Crown of Sweden, 
© the Dutchy of Mecklenburg and its Dependencies, for a pro- 
© per Equivalent which the Czar promiſes to procure for that 
” Duke? and as ſuch Equivalent cannot be found but on the 
& Side of Poland, the King of Sweden ſhall engage to aſliſt in 

etting it. 

: hog in this Caſe, the Agreements about the Succeſſions of 
« Families, which are ſubſiſting between the Houſes of Pruſſia 
and Mecklenburg, ſhall take Place, with reſpect to the Equi- 
* valent to be given to the Duke of that Name. 

„V. FurTxrsr, the two contracting Parties ſhall invite 
© other Powers to enter into this Treaty of Alliance, and they 
„ ſhall maintain between themſelves good Friendſhip, Conh- 
** dence, and Neighbourhood, 


Conditions 
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Conditions concerted between Baron Gortz and M. Oſterman, the 
Czar's ſecond Plenipotentiary, for attaining Peace, 


HL HERE ſhall be a perpetual Peace and Alliance be- 
_ tween the two Crowns. | 

* II. GENERAL Friendſhip. 

4 III. For eſtabliſhing a more ſtrict Friendſhip and Confi- 
4 dence, the two contracting Powers agree to exchange certain 
Territories and Countries, and to ſettle a new Frontier be- 
* tween their Dominions. | 

© IV. Tux Czar promiſes to reſtore to Sweden, the Great 
% Dutchy of Finland, and all that depends on it. | 

„V. Tue Province of Carelia, except what ſhall be diſ- 
< membered from it. 

„ VI. Tux Powers ſhall ſettle a new Frontier for the future. 

* N. B. THis Barrier is indeed not ſpecified in the Project, 
„but a geographical Map was joined to it, in which is ſeen a 
„Line drawn from Wyburg to the White Sea, paſſing by the 
„Lakes of Ladoga and Onega, and the Countries on this Side of 
* that Line, were to be yielded up for ever to Sweden, 

„ VII. Avp whereas, the Czar promiſes to procure to the 
** King and the Crown of Sweden, what ſhall be for his Conve- 
* nience in another part, and to indemnify him intirely, his 
* SwediſÞ Majeſty yields to the Czar, and to the Crown of 
* Ruſſia for ever, &c. | 

N. B. Baxox Gortz has not named thoſe Ceſſions in the 
© Projeft, referring them to the Pleaſure and Deciſion of the 
King of Sueden; bur it is evident by the Line above-menti- 
* oned, that they were to conſiſt of part of Carelia, all Eſtbo- 
nia, Livonia, and Ingria, | | 


Baron Gontz's Plan of Execution, 


HEREAS it is ſtipulated in the Treaty with the Czar, 

that the Peace with Pruffia ſhall be concluded in ſome 

- —_ or other, Pruſia mult neceffarily be engaged in this 
an. 

* I. IMMEDIATELY after the Concluſion of the Peace, the 
King of Sweden, the Czar, and the King of Pruffe, mall 
* endeavour to bring together as much Shipping as is neceflary 
for tranſporting 40000 Men, and thoſe Ships ſhall be in Swe- 
© den before the Winter, that they may be put in a Condition 
to lerve for tranſporting thoſe Forces as ſoon as the Sea ſhall 
* be open. | 

„II. Ix the mean Time the Czar ſhall keep in Readineſs the 
Men of War ſtipulated by che Auxiliary Treaty, to the — 
«& ft ey 
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te they may he able to join the Suediſtꝭ Fleet as ſoon as the Sea 
« ſhall be open. | | | 

„ III. Likewiss the Czar ſhall take Care that the Body of 
„ auxilary Forces from 20 to 250co Men, deſigned for Mecłlen- 
* Burg, be actually there before the Arrival of the Tranſports 
« from Sweden. | 

* IV. Wunen all theſe Forces ſhall have joined on t'other 
« Side, the Body of Ruſſi ans ſhall march directly to the Coun- 
&© try of Lazeburg, with whom the King of Sueden ſhall cauſe 
© 6000 Hejfians to join, and ſhall endeavour to get alſo ſome 
* Troops from the neighbouring Princes. 

V. Bur the King of Sweden ſhall go with his Army in- 
© to Holſtein and Futland, and remain there; partly to try 
„ whether Denmark by this Step only may be induced to yield 
„ to Peace; and partly to be at Hand to ſupport the Body of 
«© Ruffians, in caſe Succours ſhould come to the Hanoverzans. 

* VI. Tus two Fleets ſhall keep together all the Year, and 
endeavour to ſtop the Paſſage of the Belts, to the End the 
« Daniſb Troops in Holſtein and Futland may not return into 
« Zealand, nor any be ſent from thence into Holſtein ; and for 
* the reit, they ſhall do all that is poſſible to keep the Dani/h 
“Fleet ſhut up, and to cut off all Communication with Den- 
« mark from Abroad, | | 

VII. Is the mean time the Czar ſhall remain with an Ar- 
my of at leaſt 6Gooo0 Men in Peland, without declaring his 
true Intentions. On the contrary, under his Mediation a 
„Treaty ſhall be ſet on Foot between the King of Sweden and 
* King Auguſtus, and that Negotiation ſhall be ſpun out till the 
Affair with Hanover and Denmark be ended. Then that of 
© Poland hall be jointly undertaken in Favour of Staniſlaus. 
VIII. As for what relates to England, the two Parties ſhall 
take their Meaſures to diſable the Court from engaging the 
Nation in any Proceedings contrary to theſe Schemes: Ihe 
* like ſhall be done with reſpect to Holland, | 

* IX. Tus King of Pryfia ſhall alſo draw together his 
„Troops on that Side, which ſhall be judged moſt convenient 
for the common Cauſe. 
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You will allow, Sir, that theſe Pieces want no Commentary, 
They plainly ſhew a Deſign was laid for conquering Norway, 
The Czar obliges himſelf by theſe Plans to aſſiſt his Swed:þ 
Majeſty by Force of Arms in that Expedition ; and a little Jower, 
the two contracting Parties promiſe ro unite all their Forces a- 
gainſt Great Britain, if it ſhould intermeddle ; which is declar- 
ing openly enough, that the Pretender's Intereſt was in their 
View, and that it was reſolved, after the Conqueſt of Norway, 

to 


Ts [23] qe 
to attempt in his Favour an Invaſion in Scotland, which he had 
deen ſo often put in Hopes of. | a7 
IT ought to be conſidered above all things, that it was not ſo 
much Baron Gortz, as the Maſcovite Court, who framed theſe 
Plans: For moſt certain it is, that his Swedz/b Majeſty was re- 
ſolved to inſiſt on the Reſtitution of Li uonia and. Eſtbonia, and 
was very far from being willing to yield up to the Czar the im- 
portant Place of Reuel: But the Czar, who had a Mind to keep 
all his Conqueſts, except Finland, cauſed the ſaid Plans to be 
drawn up to his own Liking by M. Ofterman, and then gave 
them in truſt to Baron Gartz, in Hopes that the Conſideration 
of the powerful Aſſiſtance by Sea and Land, which he offered 
to the King of Sweden, for procuring him the Reſtitution of 
what the other Northern Allies with-held from him, and for 
reſtoring Staniſlaus, he would be able to prevail with his Swe- 
diſh Majefty to conſent to the exorbitant Ceſſions he demanded 
of him. It is known, that Baron Gortz, when he leſt Aland 
to go to the King of Sweden, gave the Ruſſi an Plenipotentiaries 
to underſtand, that he was not without Hopes of perſuading his 
Swediſb Majeſty to accept the Plans which he was carrying to 
him from the Czar. 
PvurinG the Time that theſe rare Projects were in Agitation, 
the Czar's Reſident at London continued to propoſe Plans of Ope 
rations againſt Sweden, and to profeſs his Czariſh Majeſty's De- 
fire of living with the King in the moſt ſtrict Friendſhip : 
| Theſe Proteſtations were the Cauſe of ſending the Reſident 
Fefferyes to 3 


He fer out from London in October 19518. Admiral Norris, 


who was ſtill in the Baltick with his Squadron, had Orders to 
go with Mr. Fefferyes to the Czar's Court; but when the faid 

eſident arrived at Copenhagen the 11th of November, he found 
that Admiral Norris had failed with his Fleet fome Days before 
to return to Eng/and, which obliged him to continue his Journey 
alone to Petersburg, where he did not arrive before the 15th of 
Fannary 1719. 

Neve any thing could be more moderate than his Inſtructi- 
ons were. He had Orders to make the moſt obliging Return to 
the Advances made by the Reſident W:/#lof5kz, and to declare, 
as to the Plans of Operations, that they chiefly regarded the 
Crown of Denmark, ſeeing it lay moſt expoled, and was threate 
ned on the Part of the King of Sweden, with an Invaſion in 
Nor way. 

Howrvzrs, the Reſident was to intimate, that it was not ea- 
ſy to concert with the Czar the Operations for puſhing on the 
War againſt Sweden, at the Time when thoſe two Powers were 
actually negotiating together at Aland, and when all Europe was 
expecting every Momenr to hear that their Peace was _ e. 
| E or- 
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Dovbrrze: it muſt be allowed, that His Britannick Maje- 
ſty could not explain himſelf upon the Plans of Operations, if it 
be conſidered, that he was well informed, that on the Czar's Part 
Concerts were demanded of him in Writing, only to produce 
them to the Swedi/s Plenipotentiaries at land, and thereby to 
determine the King their Maſter to conſent to a ſeparate Peace, 
for whicd his Czariſh Majeſty longed ſo ardently. 

Tas Reſident Fefferyes had Orders alto, modeſtly to com- 
plain of the good Reception the Facobitesſtill found at the Czar's 
Court, who had employed ſeveral of them in his Navy, arid had 
lately conſiderably augmented their Pay for encouraging them to 
ſtay in his Service: Ihe Reſident was likewiſe to complain, 


that the Czar's Miniſter at Paris had done his utmoſt Endeavours 
to divert the Regent from ſigning the Quadruple Alliance, when 


at the ſame Time Prince Kourakin in his Statiom employed the 
moſt preſſing Inſtances to hinder the States-General from acceed- 
ing to it, and was labouring to form Engagements between his 
Court and that of Spain. | 

Tus Muſcuvite Court expreſſed mighty Uneaſineſs at the De- 
lays which Baron-Gortz made to return to Aland, where he did 
not come back till the End of November, after above two Months 
Abſence: The Facobiries' loſt about chat Time the Phyſician Ers- 
Eine, but Sir Harry Stirling, on Pretence of claiming his Eſſects, 
continued at Petersburg, and remained charged with the Care of 
the Ptetender's Intereit. 

Tres Czar, in the mean time, kept exactly with the King of 
Sweden the Promiſe he had made to — Gortz, not to diſturb 
his Majeſty during his Expedition againſt Norway. 
| His Dani Majeſty, who ſaw the Storm that was gathering, 
cauſed the moſt earneſt Inſtances to be made to the Czar for his 
Aſliſtence on lo preſſing an Occafion, either by Ships or by Subſi- 
dies, or by a Diverſion in Old Sueden: But all was equally re- 
fuſed, and the King of Sweden was ſo well perſuaded that the | 
Czar would ſuſpend all Operations, that he ſent for his Batallion 
of Guards, and great Part of the Garrifon of Stocłkbolm to the 
Frontiers of Norawy, leaving Old Sweden intirely unprovided. It 
has even been ſince diſcovered, that the Maſcovite Court had ex- 
cited his Swediſb Majeit y to undertake that Expedition, and that 
M. German had Orders to diſcourſe Baron Gortz about it at A. 
land. Accordingly they appeared under no Concern at Petersburg, 
to ſee his Dans Nizjeity embærraſſed on the Side of Norway 
BO Gertz, atier a very ſhort Stay at Aland, ſet out again 
from thence to go to the King his Matter a third time; and it 
was not queſtioned at Petersburg, but this third Journey would 
give the finiſhing Stroke to the great Work of the ſeparate Peace, 
on which their Heart was ſo much fer ; when all thele Hopes 


Were blaited by the Death of the King of Sweden, which hap- 


pened 


1271 


pened before Frederick/ball the Night between the 10th and irth 
of December, and was fullowed by the ſeizing and tragical Death 
of Baron Gorte. | 

So unforeſeen a Blow gave a new Aſpect ta the Affairs of the 
North. At Petersburg, they at firſt exprefſed a great dral of 
Trouble and Conſternation upon it: They were ſenſihle, that 


this had overthrown all the Plans which M. Ofterman had con- 


certed with Baron Gortz. There was no further Proſpect of a 
happy Iflue of the Congreſs at Aland: In ſhort, there was no 
more Room ſor flattering themſelves with thoſe important Ceſ- 
ſions which Baron Gortæ had undertaken to procure from the 
King of Sweden, in Conſideration of the Suecour of Forces and 
Shipping on the Part of the Czar. | 

Sven were the firſt Impreſſions ; but by little and little thoſe 
Uneaſineſſes wore off, The deplorable Condition to which Swe- 
den was reduced ; ſo many Thouſands of Men which it had loſt 
by the exceſſive Cold, and by Want of Proviſions, in the Re- 
treat of its two Armies from Nordenfiels and Sudenfiels ; and 
laſtly, its Factions and inteſtine Diviſions, created other Reflec- 
tions at Petersburg: They ſaw that Kingdom without Forces, 
without a Fleet, without Money, without Corn, and without 
Allies. It was judged therefore, that the tnoſt favourable Op- 
portunity for oppreſſing it was come, and all their Thoughts 
were turned on making ſuch formidable Preparations tq that End, 
that it was hoped the mere Apprehenſions of them would induce 
the Swedes to ſubmit to the Conditions which the Czar would 
preſcribe to them. 

Trzy were confirmed in theſe Reſolutions by the Advices 
which they received, that Princeſs Ulrice was declared Queen, 
and that the Duke of Holſtein and his Party had loſt their Point. 

TuEv had flattered themſelves with Hopes, in caſe that Prince 
had been raiſed to the Throne, of reluming with him the Plans 
of the late Baron Gortæ, and even his favourite Project, which 
was the faid Duke's marrying into the Czar's Family, they 
would have been very glad of a new Pretext for cauſing the 
Muſcovite Troops to return into Germany, to re-eſtabliſh the 
faid Duke (after they had entered into ſuch Engagements with 
bim) in his Dutchies of Holſtein and Sleſwick, 

Bur the Reſolution of the States of Sweden, the Manner of 
ſertling the Succeſſion there, the Coronation of the Queen, and 
the Duke of Holſtein's preparing for his Departure; all theſe Ci-- 
cumſtances laid together, made any other Deſign appear very 
impracticable, but that of a powerful Deſcent into the Heart of 
Sweden. It was wiſhed however, that the ſaid Crown, influ- 
enced by Terror, would ward off the Blow by undergoing thoſe 
Laus that were deſigned to be impoſed on them; to leave them 
a Door always open tor it, his 8 Majeſty was willing _ 
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the Congreſs at Aland ſhould be kept up, and having ſent for 
M. Ofterman to Peter, burg the Beginning of February 1719, to 
give him new Inſtructions, he cauſed the Conferences to be con- 
tinued between M. Bruce and Count Gyllenburg, and did not ſend 
M. Ofterman back till the * of April, when the Queen 
of Sweden had taken the Reſolution to nominate a new Pleni po- 
tentiary in the room of Baron Gortz, as accordingly ſhe named 
ſoon after Baron ILilienſtet, who however did not arrive till 

Ine. 

Tux Truth is, M. Oſerman went to Alaud rather to threaten 
than to negotiate, having Orders to declare to the Swedes, That 
if they did not accept within two Month's Time the Conditions 
propoſed, they muſt expe a Fiſit of 40000 Plenipotentiaries, who 
would compel then to it Sword in Hand. | 

Tux King of Sweden's Death had altered the Diſpoſition of 
Men's Minds, with regard to the Crown of Sweden, almoſt in 
every Court, That of France favoured its antient Ally ; beſides, 
there appeared no longer that Danger of raiſing Troubles in the 
Empire, which might have been apprehended from ſo war-like 
and enterprizing a Prince as the late King was. The deplorable 
Condition in which he had left his Kingdom, which was wholly 
exhauſted of Money, Troops, Ships, and Neceſſaries of Liſe, 
joined to inteſtine Diviſions, made it no longer to be looked up- 


on as a formidable Object. All Notion of ſeeing Norway con- 


quered, and Scotland threatned, was now vaniſhed. The only 
Foint which the Proteſtant Powers had to determine, was, whe- 
ther it was proper for them to ſee the Czar ſubdue a Proteſtane 
Kingdom which could give them no further Jealouſy, and whe- 
ther they ought to make a Sacrifice of it for aggrandizing a 
Prince ſo powerful already, and Maſter of Livonia, Eſtbonia, Ins 
gria, Carelia, and Finland. The Czar was advancing with 30 
Men of War, and 40000 Land Forces, at the ſame Time that 
the Danes having taken Marſtrand the End of Jah, and Strom- 
ſtat ſoon after, were threatning Schonen with an Invaſion. 

His Britanick Majeſty arrived at Hanover the End of May; 


he had nominated the Lord Carteret for his Ambaſſador in Swe- 


den, aſter having received from the Queen the Letter of Notifi- 
cation of the Death of the King her Brother. His Majeſty 
could do no leſs, not being at War with the Queen in the Qua- 


* lity of King of Great Britain. 


as Lord Carteret arrived at Gottenburg the 18th of June, 
and a ſew Days aſter at Stockholm; having been preceeded by 
Colonel Baſſewrtz, who was charged with the Affairs of the 
EleQorate. - 
Ab A Norris arrived the 3d of Fuly with his Squadron 
in the Road of Copenhagen, That Month and the next were 
made remarkable by the Ravages and Burnings of the Muſcovrtes 
| on 
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on the Swedz/b Coaſts, It is not proper to enlarge upon this 
Subject here; it is yet freſh in every one's Memory, and I muſt 
forbear ſaying aby thing that might ſeem to imply Reproach or 
Recrimination, or exaſperate People's Minds ftill more. For 
this Reaſon I will paſs over in Silence the opprobriaus Diſ- 
courſes that were held then and long before at Petersburg againſt 
his Britannick Majeſty and his Miniſters, who were loaded 
with Invectives to that Degree, that the Word Hanoverran was 
never pronounced but with Signs of extraordinary Indignation : 
Nor will I fay any thing of the Care which the Czar's Miniſters, 
at Foreign Courts, took to decry his Brztannick Majeſty and his 
Government, and openly to thwart his Negotiations: But it is 
impoſſible to ſorbear taking Notice of the Czar's Letter to Ad- 
miral Norris, in which he asked him the Reaſon of his entering 
the Baltick, and what he was come to do there? As if his Hri- 
tannick Majeſty needed the Czar's Permiſſion for ſending a Fleet 
thither. The Czar wanted above all things to know, whether 
the Admiral had Orders to traverſe his Deſigns, and obſtruct his 
Operations ; to which Sir * Norris thought it ſufficient to an- 
ſwer, That he had no ſuch Orders, which was very true. 

Tur Czar making no Doubt, but the burning of the Mari- 
time Places in Sweden would induce the Nation to accept the 
hardeſt Conditions, ſent M. Oſterman to a Place near Stockbolm, 
to propole to them his ultimate Reſolutions, and to demand the 


abſolure Ceſſion of Eſtbonia, Ingria, and Carelia, comprehend- + 


ing therein the Towns of Revel, Wyburg, Narva, and Kexbolm, 


and the Ceſſion of L:vonza for 40 Years, being willing to reſtore 


tor the preſent only F:nland. p | 
Tuxtx Propoſitions being calculated meerly for a ſeparatePeace, 
and the Czar's ſole Intereſts, it was time for the other Northern 


Allies to think likewiſe of theirs, independently of thoſe of the 


Czar: It was time for Proteſtant Kings to prevent the entire 


Ruin of a Proteſtant Kingdom: In ſhort, it was time for the 

faid Kingdom to make its Peace with his Britannick Majeſt 
and ſeek his Aſſiſtance ; and ſo it happened in the Month of Au- 
guſt. M. Oſterman was diſmiſſed with a Denial; a Treaty was 
ligned, and Admiral Norris having joined Admiral Sparre in 
the Height of Carelſcroon, arrived with his Fleet at Stockbolm the 
oth of September, and found that the Rafians had retired to their 
own Harbours eight Days before. It was according to his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty's Deſire that things happened thus, and that the 
Ruſſians made their Retreat without being forced to it by Hoſti- 
lities, which might have occaſioned a Rupture. Thus Matters 
remained on a Foot of Negotiation ; and upon this Ground the 
Lord Carteret wrote to the Czar the 12th of September, to offer 
him the King's Mediation, which already had been offered at 
Berlin co M. Tolſtoy by Mr. Weitwarth. Tho Lord Carteret 
ſignified 
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ſignified to the Czar, that the 1 * of Sweden had accepted 
that Mediation, (conſidering that Great Britain had never en- 
paged in the Northern War) and that he hoped his Czarifh Ma- 
jeſty would alſo accept it, and ſuſpend Hoftilities ; adding, that 
his Britunnick Majeſty had given Orders to Admiral Norris to 
repair to the Coaſts of Sweden, to protect the Commerce of 
the Fritiſb Nation, and to give the greater Weight to his Me- 
diation; and that his Majeſty had taken Meaſures with the moſt 
Chriſtian King, and with his other Allies (among which Sweden 
was comprehended) to procure a good Succeſs of that Mediati- 
on, and to put an End to the War which had ſo long diſturbed 
the North. | 

Tus Lord Carteret had the greater Reaſon to make mention 
of his moft Chriſtian Majeſty, becauſe M. Campredon was ar- 
rived at Stockholm the 6th of September with the Character of 
Reſident of France, and had brought with him 300,000 Crowns 
in Ingots of Gold, in Payment of fix Months Subſidies, which 


the King his Maſter had newly agreed to give to Sweden. 


Tuis the Embaſſador's Letter, (to which Admiral Narri, 
Joined another of much the ſame Tenour) was carried by Mr. 
Berk-ley to the Ruſſian Plenipotentiaries at Aland; but they 
would neither charge themſelves with ſending theſe Letters to 
the Czar, nor give Mr. Berkeley a Paſſport for carrying them to 
Petersburg,; \» that he was obliged to carry them back to Stock- 
belm. After which the Congrels of Aland ended, the Plenipo- 
tentiaties taking their Leave on both Sides on the 24th of K. 
tember. 

Tus Czar arri ved at Petersburg the Beginning of the ſame 
Month, and the King ſeeing his Averſeneis to Peace and to the 
accepting of bis Mediation, ordered his two Reſidents there, Mr. 
Fefferyes and M. Weber to retire to Dantzicł, where they arrived 
che 14th of November,, The King's Intentions were, that the 
ſhould not go too far from Petersbutg, but be at hand to go — 
thither, in caſe the Czar ſhould reſume pacific Thoughts, which 
is his Majeſty's molt ſincere Deſire. | 

I torbear, Sir, enlarging here upon divers Injuries done by the 
Czar to the Commerce of Great Britain, In the Month of May 


2717, a Raſſtan Captain took the Concord, a Ship of Lerth, and 


carried her to the Texel. It is true, the Czar, after having cauſed 
the beſt Part of her Cargo to be taken out and confiſcated, con - 
ſented to her being ſent to London, to be judged there according 
to the Laws of the Land, and fo ſhe was reftored to the Owners, 
notwich{tanding the Oppoſitions made by his Czariſh Maj-ſty's 
Reſident, The fame Year the Raffans ſeized divers Effects be- 
longing to Subjects of Great Britain, which were tranſporting to 
Rinigiberg. In the following Years they took leveral Brityh 
Ships, Ther Privarcers carrie! a grea: Lumber of 1 
eve 


. 
Revel in the Month of April 1919, and though they were not 
laden with any contraband Goods, yet they were declared good 
Prizes, the Ships and Cargoes were confiſcated, and the Seamen 
thrown into Priſon, or forced into the Czar's Sea Service. InSep- 
tember 1719, all the Brit;4 Merchants at Petersburg being or- 
dered to appear before the Court of Juſtice, were kept in Cu- 
ſtody there during 24 Hours, and were not releaſed till after they 
had been made to give Security that they would not go out o 
the Czar's Dominions. It would be eaſy for me to relate here 
many Facts more of this Nature, but theſe I think ſufficient,  L 
might even end here this Letter, Sir, ſince, after having read the 
faithful Narration I have made of the Conduct of the two Courts, 
ou may eaſily judge (by drawing the Parallel) which of the ewo 
E Reaſon to complain of the other: Yet that nothing may be 
wanting, I will add ſome Remarks upon certain Paſſages of the 
Memorial that want Explanation. . | | 
Tur Memorial begins with a Reproach, that the Steps made 
by the King of Great Rrztazn in favour of Sweden, are entirel 
oppolite to the Engagements entered into by his Majeſty wic 
the Czar in the Year 1415, is indeed going a little to faſt 
to leap over four Years, and to paſs by in perſect Silence the 
Conduct of the Mauſcovite Conrt during all thar Time. The ſin- 
cere and orderly Relation I have given you, ſufficiently ſhews 
which of the two Conrts was the firſt that departed from the 
Engagements of the Treaty 17515. The Project of ſeizing 
Wiſmar : The Deſign of ſettling in Germany under the Pretext 
of making a Deſcent in Schonen, though it was never thought 
of: The Stay of the Ruyfian Troop: in Mecklenburg, and the 
Exactions committed there: Their Contrivance of making a 
Place of Arms of a Country contiguous to the King's Domini- 
ons: Their Refuſal to evacuate it upon his Majeſty's moſt preſ- 
ſing Inſtances: Their March out of it afterwards with new 
Views, which were to terriſy Sweden, and to force it to a ſepa- 
rate Peace: The Interview with Baron Gerte for bringing about 
that Peace: The Congreſs at Aland formed without the Conſent 
of the Northern Allics, and to which Admittance was conſtant- 
ly denied to his Majeſty's Miniſters: The Plans which M. O/er- 
man formed there with Baron CGortz. All theſe are Proceedings 
which the Author -of the Memorial would do well to reconcile 
with the Engagements which his Czariſh Majeſty entered into 
by the Alliance of 1115, That Alliance concerned his Brarax- 
nick Majeſty no otherwiſe than in the Quality of Elector. Great 
Britain had no Share in it ; it was neicher in Alliance with the 
Czar, nor in War with Sweden, The Fleers which it ſent into 
the Baltick, went not beyond protecting the Nation's Commerce, 
without giving the Czar the leaſt Realun of Complaint or Tea- 
louſy; Yet it the Conduct of the E. Curr, daring the laid 
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four Years be examined, it appears that no more Regard was 
fhewn'to the King than the Elector. One finds direct Intrigues 
with the Pretender; his Miniſters admitted to Peter sbourg; their 
Memorials received; their Projects ſupported and encouraged; 
the late Duke of Or mond protected at Mittau; and the Expedi- 
tion againſt Norway concerted with his Swediſb Majeſty, to pro- 
ceed afterwards to the Invaſion of Scotland. One finds at the 
ſame Time, Projects of an Engagement between the Czar and 
the King of Spain; Offers of Offenſive Alliances made to his 
Catholick Majeſty ; and an intimate Friendſhip and Correſpon- 


_ dence eſtabliſhed berween the Miniſters of the two Courts at the 


_ One finds the Plans of his Brirannick Majeſty, the 
moſt glorious, and moſt beneficial to Europe, traverſed in all 
Courts by the Czar's Miniſters; the Regent difſuaded from 
figning the Quadruple Alliance; the States General diverted 
from acceding to it ; the Commerce of Great Britain diſturbed ; 
its Subjects moleſted in the Czar's Dominions ; their Merchant- 
Ships ſeized and confiſcated ; and laſt of all, a Proteſtant King- 
dom laid waſte by Fire, and upon the Point of being ſubdued, 
had not his Britaunick Majeſty interpoſed with his Aſſiſtance, 
You have here, Sir, an Enumeration of thoſe Benefits, which 
the printed Memorial aſſures you the Czar has heaped en his Ma- 


eſt y. 
Wuar follows in the Memorial has no better Ground. It is 
retended that his Britannick Majeſty is beholden to his Czariſh 
ajeſty's Inſtances with the King of Denmark, for the Acquiſi- 
tion of Bremen and Verden; though it is notorious that the Maſ- 
covite Court made thoſe Inſtances merely for their own Sake, 
and for their ſole Intereſt : For as they were endeavouring at that 
Time to engage the King, in the Quality of Elector, into a 
Treaty of Guaranty, for ſecuring to his Czatiſh Majeſty the Con- 
queſts he had made upon Sweden, particularly Revel, it was pro- 
per to ſhew great Earneſtneſs for procuring him Bremen and Ver- 
den, But ſoon after they began to alter their Condutt, and to 
talk in another Strain ; for when they thought themſelves pretty 
ſure of inducing the King of Sweden to make a ſeparate Peace, 


they offered him, in order the better to prevail upon him, all 


manner of Aſſiſtance for retaking what his Brirannich Majeſty 
with-held from him. This is evident from Baron Gortz's Plans; 
and it-is very extraordinary to hear the Author of the Memorial 
pretend, that his Britannick Majeſty is beholden to the Czar for 
an Acquiſition, which his Czariſh Majeſty has long ſhewn a De- 
ſign to wreſt from him, and taken Meaſures with the King of 
Sweden to that End, . 

Tix Memorial afterwards draws on a very odious and offen- 
ſive Parallel between the Conduct obſerved by King William and 
Queen Anne of glorious Memory, with regard to the Czar, and 

| that 


331 


that which is imputed to King George, I am perſuaded the Czar: 
would take it very ill, if his Predeceſſors were thus applauded at 
his Expence, and if their Actions were let off by being placed in 
Oppoſition to his: Yet as he 15 abſolute in his own Dominions, 
ſuch a Parallel would not be able to do him any Prejudice: But 
in a Country where the Government is ſuch as it is known to be 
in Great Britain, ſuch Inſinuations in a Piece deſign'd to be made 
publick, (as we lee this Memorial was) are a tacit Appeal to the 
Nation, tending to perſuade them how different the pretent Reign 
is from the two laſt, and how little Care is taken to avoid Occa- 
ſions of War, and to make Commerce flouriſh. But to throw. 
down all this Machine at once, it is ſufficient to ask the Author 
of this Memorial, whether King William and Queen Anne had 
the lame Cauſes of Complaint againſt the Czar, as has his Ma- 
jeſty now reigning? And as it is certain they had not, all his Pa- 
rallel vaniſhes into Smoak, | 
THz Memorial proceeds next to the Negociation of a Treaty 
of Commerce begun at London in the Year 1916, by Prince 
Kourakin, It is pretended that this was ob{tructed by the Inte- 
reits of the Nobility of Mecklenburg, which the Memorial ſays 
came a- croſi it: As to which be it obſerved, that here is an A- 
nachroniſm; for the Negociation about Commerce was enter'd 
upon at London by Prince Kourakin in the Months of Fanuary 
and February 1116, and remained wholly ſuſpended and unde- 
termined, that Prince having not given fatisfaftory Declarations, 
and he himſelf leaving London without concluding any thing, 
before there was any Queſtion about the Affairs of Meclenburg, 
and before the Czar had ſent his Troops into that Dutchy, which 
was not till the Month of May 17516. Ihe Czar paſſed over at- 
rerwards into Zealand with his Army, for the pretended Deſcent 
on Schonen, and it was nor till his Return into Mecklenburg in 
the Month of October, that he eitabliſhed himſelf entirely there, 
and declared directly for the Duke againſt che Nobility ; at which 
Time the Negociation of Prince Kourakin had lain dead above 
ſix Months. The Truth is, one muſt be ignorant of the Con- 
{titution of Great Britarn, and of the Nature of its Govern- 
ment, to imagine that the Britiſb Miniſters would reject a Trea- 
ty of Commerce beneficial to the Nation, for Intereſts ſo far out 
of the Way as thoſe of the Nobility of Mecklenburg. Prince 
Kourakin's Treaty came to nothing, tor three Reaſons ; the firſt 
was, that he aſſiſted the Brit? Merchants ſhould be excluded 
from the Commerce of Caſan and Aſtracan, though the Pri vi- 
lege of trading thither had bcen granted them by his Czariſh 
Majeſty's Predeceſſors: The ſecond was, that the Czar reſerved 
o himlelf the Power of raiſing or lowering the Coin in his Do- 
minions at his Pleaſure, which might have made the Duties pay- 
able by the Britiſb Merchants double to what was ſettled by the 
F Treaties, 
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Treaties, unleſs it had been provided againſt by an expreſs Ar- 
ticle: The third Reaſon was, that the Czar would never hear of 
concluding the Treaty of Commerce, without concluding at the 
ſame Time with his Britanuick Majeſty a Defenſive Alliance, 
which his Czariſh Majeſty propoſed fo extenſively. that it could 
not have failed to engage the Crown of Great Britain in an 
open Rupture with Sweden, The Czar ſtuck ſo firmly to 
this laſt Article, that when the Reſident Feferyes ſpoke to his 
Miniſters in Fanuary 1719, of the ſame Ireaty of Commerce, 
he received this plain Anſwer, That before that was to be thought 
of, it was neceflary to conclude an Alliance, and to agree upon a 
Plan of Operations ; after which they might proceed to a Treaty 
of Commerce, not however upen the Foot propoſed in England 
in 17916, but on a more equitable Foot. 

Wuar follows of the ſiniſter Inſinuations which it is pretend- 

ed his Brztannick Majeſty cauſed to be made in the ſeveral Courts 
againſt the Intereſts of 7 6 Czar, 1s nothing but an Artifice to 
diſguiſe what his own Miniſters did at the Courts of France and 
Spain, at the Hague, and elſewhere, againſt his Majeſty's Inte- 
reſts and Negociations: But nothing is more ſtrange than what 
the Memorial has the Aſſurance to aſſert of his Britannick Maje- 
ſty's labouring with the Czar at Copenhagen, in 1716, to divert 
the Court of Denmark from the Meaſures taken with his Czariſh 
Majeſty ſor the Operations againſt Sweden; for no body is igno- 
rant, that all the Objections againſt the Deſcent on Schonen were 
raiſed ſolely by the Czar, and it is fince known that he never 
really intended to make that Deſcent. 
Tur Memorial adds, that at that Time it was brought to the 
Point of cauſing Admiral Morris to act hoſtilely againſt his Czar- 
iſh Majeſty's Fleet, and againſt his Land. Forces, if his Daniſt 
Majeſty would only have conſented to it. This is certainly a 
very heavy Imputation, if it had any Ground: But I can aſſure 
the Author of the Memorial, that nothing in the World was ever 
ſurther from the Truth. Admiral Norris had never we ſuch 
Orders: He never made any ſuch Propoſitions to the Danes: 
And tho? it woild have been eaſy for him to obſtruct the land- 
ing of the Ryſians in Mecklenburg, be remained quiet with the 
Fleet in the Port of Copenhagen, having even taken from the Czar, 
the 22d of Ofober, (as we have already faid) a Memorial con- 
cerning the Operations of the following Campaign, to be lent to 
his Britannick Majeſty. N 

Tur Memorial treats the R eproaches of his Czariſh Majeſty's 
Correſpondence with the Pretender and his Emiſſaries, as falſe 
Pretexts and mere Forgerics It is not enough to ſay that thoſe 
Facts were denied in a Memorial preſented in 171% to his Brz- 
tannick Majeity by the Czar's Keſident: But the Point is to 
deliroy the inconteſtable Proots there are of thole Facts, oft which 

nothing 
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nothing has been aſſerted in this Letter but what is ready to be 
juſtified and to be made out with the utmoſt Evidence. 

The Memorial wonders that the Negociation of M. J at 
the Hague, and at Hanover, in 1917, had not a happy Succeſs, 
and imputes it once more to the Intereſts of the Nobility of 
Mecklenburg. All this drops of itſelf, if it be conſidered, that 
the Negociations of that Miniſter related only to the Evacua- 
tion of Mecklenburg ; and though he agreed in general, that it 
ought to be done, he conſtantly refuſed to fix a Term for the 
March of the Ryſian Troops; which ſufficiently demonſtrated 
the little Sincericy of his Proceedings, and the little Regard he 
had to the juſt Inſtances of his Britannick Majeſty. | 

Tus little Succeſs of the Overtures which were made to the 
Czar at Amſterdam by Admiral Norris and Mr. Whitworth, is by 
the Memorial imputed to their want of Inſtructions ; but Care is 
taken not to tell us, that the Czar inſiſted with them upon a 
Squadron of 15 Men of War in the Baltick, and that this Squa- 
dron ſhould be under the Orders of his Czariſh Majeſty's Admi- 
rals, which was caſting an invincible Obſtacle and Affront in 
the Way of all Concert, and of all Plans of Operations. 

Wr are now come, Sir, to that Part of the Memorial which 
ſpeaks of the famous Congreſs at Aland. It is known that Con- 
greſs was the Fruit of the Interview at Loo with Baron Gortæ, 
and of the Reſolution which the Czar then took to make a ſe- 
parate Peace ; yet the Memorial tells us, that this Congreſs 
was conſented to, only for hearing the Propaſitions of the Swedes, 
and for attaining a general Peace, 

CxrTAINLY had that been the Deſign, they would not with 
ſo much Obſtinacy have refuſed to admit to the Conferences the 
Miniſters of their Brztannick and Poliſb Majeſties. The Mi- 
niſter of Denmark in particular had never acted in any manner 
that could render him ſuſpected to the Muſcovite Court, and yet 
in the very Heat of the Diverſion which his Maſter was making 
in 1719, on the Side of Stromſtat, they continued to refuſe to 
admit him, | 
Bor nothing diſplays ſo much Light over this part of the Me- 
morial, as the Plans of M. O/fterman and Baron Gortz, inſerted 
above. It is there manifeſt, that his Czariſh Majeſty had exci- 
ted the King of Sweden to undertake the Expedition againſt 
Norway, promiſing to aſſiſt him in it, if it were neceſſary, by 
Force of Arms, or at leaſt not to diſturb him in it by any Di- 
verſion, and to give him Opportunity to employ all his Forces 
in it. It is there likewiſe we find the Project for his Swedr# 
Majeſty's entering Furland, while the Ruftans ſhould attack the 
Country of Hanover. It was not natural therefore to let the En- 
voy of Denmank into a Congreſs, where ſuch Plans againſt the 
King his Maſter were in Agitation, and where he would have 
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360 
diſcovered them. It was much more proper to leave him at Re- 
vel, where the Foreign Miniſters were leſs informed, and conſe- 
quently Jeſs active than at Petersburg. And after the Death of 
his Swedi/bþ Majeſty, the Deſign being formed to overpower 
Sweden to force it to conſent to Peace with the Czar, in Exclu- 
fon of his Dani/h Majeſty (as was offered to the Swedes by the 
Muſcovite Court) it was proper alſo then to keep aloof from A. 
land his Daniſh Majeſty's Miniſter. . 

Tux fame Reaſon made it neceflary not to receive his Britan- 
nick Majeſty's Miniſter there; for it was not their Buſineſs to let 
him diſcover any thing of thoſe Plans which tended to carry the 
Fire of War into Scotland, and into his Majeſty's Electorate. 

Tux x were allo in the Right to keep away the Envoy of his 
Polijh Majeſty, that he might know nothing of the Plan by 
which they had agreed to re-eſtabliſh Stan;lans, and to diſmem- 
ber Poland, to find Equivalents for the King of Pruſſi a, and the 
Duke of Mecklenburg. | 

Tur would not therefore ſuffer at Mo, nor afterwards at 
Aland, any other to come near them than the King of Pruſſi a's 


| Miniſter only; for as they had contrived to dazle the Eyes of 


that King by the Offer of an Equivalent, to induce him to reſtore 
to Sweden Stetin and its Diſtrict; and as they had let him into 
the Plan of Execution, if not openly and offenſively, at leaſt*in- 
directly, by obliging him to draw together his Troops in the 
Places where they might give Umbrage; it would have been 
all becoming, and they might _—_— it would have ſhocked 
him, if they would not have ſuffered his Envoy at the Conferen- 


ces, to which however he was not admitted till very late, and 


where he never made but a ſubordinate and very diſagreeable 
Figure. | | 

We have ſeen above the extraordinary Impatience which the 
Czar ſhewed during the Congrels, to ſee it ſpeedily ended by the 


* Concluſion of his feparate Peace with Sweden. 


W may obſerve the Pains he took for it, even to come in 
Perſon to Abo to haſten it to an Iſſue. 5 

Wr have ſeen his Uneaſineſs during the ſeveral Journies Ba- 
ron Gortæ made to his Sw-dzy/ Majeſty, and the Diſturbance 
which the Delay of that Baron's Return to Aland gave him. 
We have ſeen how much his Czariſh Majeſty preſſed the Crown 
of Sweden to conclude with him, one while by Threats of Inva- 
Non, another by Promiſes of Diverſion, or at leaſt of Inaction, 
and another while by Ravages and by burning the Country ; 
and all this to acquire his own ſeparate Peace in Excluſion of 
His Allies, whom he took Care not to let into the Negotiation. 
Now is it not very pleaſant, when one has all theſe Facts before 


ane, co read theſe Words in the Memorial? 


THE 
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THE Affair bad been ended long ago, while the King of Swe- 
den was alive, could bis Czariſb Majeſty have reſolved to aban- 
don his Allies, and to enter into the Meaſures which were propo- 
ſed againſt them : But good Faith, which his Cxariſb Majeſty eſ- 
teems a principal Virtue in a great Monarch, and bis Faitbfulneſs 
in maintaining the Aliances be bad contracted, made bim abſo- 
lutely reje& thoſe Meaſures. | 
WHAT is ſaid in the Memorial of the Propofitions made by 
the Duke of Orleans, for reuniting the Czar with his Majeſty, 
ſeems very ſoreign to the Purpoſe. His Majeſty never wanted 
to be ſolicited by a third Perſon, to live in good Intelligence 
with the Czar. It is what he always deſired, and always ſought. 
And as to the Conduct of his Royal Highneſs the Regent, with 
Reſpect to the Czar, all that is publicRly known, is, that that 
Prince generouſly rejected the Offers which were made him in 
1717, to ſend a Moſcovite Army into the Heart of the Empire; 
that none diſapproved more than he the Stay of the Muſcovi te 
Troops in Mecklenburg; that he earneſtly preſſed the Czar to 
withdraw them from thence ; and that ſeeing Sweden in dan- 


ger of being ſubdued, he was very ready to aſſiſt her with Sub- 
ſidies, and to procure her Friends. 


Tur Memorial ends, as it began, with Reproaches on Ac- 
count of the Alliance concluded with Sweden laſt Summer, and 
Admiral Narri ss approaching Stocłbolm with the Eleet. I have 
clearly ſet forth above the Neceſſity of this 2 it could 
not have been deferred without letting Sweden be ſubdued, or 
forced to accept the Conditions which the Czar would be pleaſed 
to preſcribe. A General Peace was no longer the Point in Queſ- 
tion. Sweden muſt either have made its ſeparate Peace with the 
_ or with their Britannick and Pruſſian Majeſties, euclyfive 
of him. hs | 

Tur Conſequence of Peace with the Czar, was, to ſee the 
Ballance broken in the North, his Czariſh Majeſty abſolute Maſ- 
ter of the Commerce in the Ba/tick, and kis Troops returned 
to the Empire under Pretext of getting reſtored to Sweden what 
the other Allies of the North with-held from it. Did it not juſt- 
ly become Great Britain (which was not engaged in the War of 
the North) to labour to avert ſuch Evils, to maintain the Bal- 
lance, to protect the Commerce of the Nation, and to fave a 
Proteſtant Kingdom from utter Ruin, or from Subjection to the 
Czar, which is little better ? 

THis is what His Britannick Majeſty has done, and he has 
done it with ſo much Prudence and Precaution, that no Hoſtility 
had been acted on his Part againſt his Czariſh Majeſty, and he 
remains in a Condition to offer him his Mediatiog. 

THz Author of the Memorial inveighs indeed againſt this 
Offer with great Vehemence, and pretends that the Lord Carte- 
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| ret's Letter tends leſs to re-eſtabliſh Peace, than to ſeek Pretexts 


for a Rupture, 

As I have already given the Subſtance of that Letter, T leave 
it to be judged whether this Imputation has the leaſt Ground, It 
is perhaps the firſt Time, that an Offer of Mediation has been 
treated as a Pretext for a Rupture. It is alledged, that his Cza- 
riſh Majeſty could not receive a Letter from a Miniſter who had 
no Credentials to him : This Delicacy is ſurprizing enough ; the 
Kings of Pruffan and Denmark had it not, having conſented to 
treat at Srockbotm by the Mediation of the Lord Carteret, though 
he had not any Letters of Credence to them. In plain Terms, 
His Britannick Majeſty has neither Intereſt nor Intention to 
break with the Czar; it is you to Great Britain to culti- 
vate his Czariſh Mejeſty's Friendſhip, and the Commerce of 
Ruffia, Upon theſe Conſiderations very many Proceedings of 
the Maſcovite Court, little ſuitable to that Friendſhip, and very 
prejudicial to that Commerce, have been over- looked. His Brt- 
fannick Majeſty continues in the ſame Diſpoſition ; and his Cza- 
Tiſh Majeſty may, if he pleaſes, find the Effects of it, and make 
his uſe of a Mediation, which has no other Aim than the re-eſta- 
bliſhing the Tranquility of the North on reaſonable Conditions. 


London, Feb, 24, 
1920. 
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